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A DTERTISEMENT. 

' Controrerey in itself is not ag^reeable, and ought to be avoided 
vhen oot necessary ; yet the apostle exhorts, that we '* should earn- 
estly contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints ;" but cer* 
taioly it ntu^hi to be done in meekn-ss and in the spirit of the gos- 
pel. And should it appoar, that the writer of the following pages 
has been prompted by a different temper, it would be to him a cause 
of much regret. He is not aware of much influence from any otbei 
motive iu undertaking this work, than the exposure of error, and the 
vindication of truth. He is not sensible of unpleasant feelings to- 
wards the person of his deceased opponent, nor of ill-will towards 
those who embrace his sentiments. He is sensible, thai it cannot 
be long before be must also leave this world and pass to unseen re* 
gion« ; and he dares not appear before God, here nor hereafter with 
indulged hardness towards any creature. To a number of Uuiver- 
salists he justly onv es respect ; and from but few, if from any, has 
he received niikind treatment. Why then should he be disaflected 
towards their persons 7 On the contrary he greatly desires their 
present and future happiness, even the saivaiion of their souls. 

But respect for their persons or tender feelings towards tliem, 
does n>it les« on his dislike «if their peculiar religious principles. He 
soberly thinks, that the doctrine of universfll salvation, as it is called, 
is exceedingly dangerous to souls, and entirely in citntradiction to 
the precious word of GK)d, which he thinks his soul loves. It can- 
not then with any good reason be thought strrnige, that under ex- 
isting circumstances he should raise a standard against it 

It IS unpleasant to be drawn into a discussi >n of the meaning of 
original words used in the Scriptures, wh^n w»- have so good a 
translation ; especially when we aire no better qualified tor it. And 
were we ever so wdl atxomplished for tlio work, to many readers 
it would serve but little purpose, more than to perplex them, and.to 
darlum counsel hy wotda vUAout knovUdge. I'he writer thinks, 
bowf^ver, that by the specimens he has given Iromtbe Bible.it may 
be seen, th tt aion, and aionioSy must mean eternity, and eternal, or 
many passages where they are found will be rendered unimportant, 
if not without signitJcation. 

It is apprehended that sometimes readers' do not take sufficient 
pains to understand difficult passages the^' may m<-et with, and so 
do lot get the instruction, which by care and diligence thev nii^ht 
But the writer fondly hopos, that the inteicstmg natuie ol tins sub- 
ject, andtb" importance attached to those word> referred to, will 
excite that attention which is needful to gain the intended informal 
tion. 

nelir»a, Maine, Sept. IS26. 
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•MR. HUTCHINSON'S APOLOGY. 



INTRODUCTION. 

Mr. Samuel Hutch'iQSoni whose puhlicntion I ana 
about noticing, was born in this State, of reputable 
parents, and iipparently pious. His father, Mr. Jo- 
seph Hutchinson,- for several years was an Elder in 
the Freewill Baptist connection in this town ; end 
his life, as far as has come to my knowledge, was an 
honor to his profession ; and his ministerial labors, 
it is believed, were not in vain in the Lord. His 
son Samuel for some time was a member of the 
church, of which his father was pastor. His natural 
abilities were considerable ; but his education and 
general knowledge do iM>t appear to have been ex- 
tensive. 

I am not prepared to say precisely, what his reli- 
gious creed has generally been ; but so much is evi- 
dent, that he left this town, about twenty years ago, 
in the character of a Freewill Baptist preacher. Af-"* 
terwards, however, his mind became wavering, hif 
principles not fixed, and not long since he openly 
avowed the sentiment of universal salvauou, H\& 
morn) character. I believe, h'A% b^fcw Vtt^^x^^Osv^s^fc* 
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The work before ine indicates, that be had read 
some, and thought much; but there appears but lit- 
tle accuracy in his method, composition or style.-— 
It is thought by some, that his book now under con* 
sideration wiil have but little influence ; but notwith- 
standing his arguments are not very accurately sta- 
ted, not very ably handled, and by no means conclu- 
sive; yet his many positive assertions, with a multi- 
plicity of scriptures pressed into his service, are 
calculated to mislead such as are desirous of em- 
bracing his doctrine, and to perplex some, who are 
far from being inclined to his faith. This is one 
thing, that induces uie to make some observations on 
what he has written. 

Some may think, that the work of a man so illiter- 
ate,* and so little known in the learned world, is un- 
worthy of attention. But be that as it may, as he 
has embraced in his performance, unless I mistake, 
luost of the arguments and objections advanced by 
the more accomplished of his denomiDation, and as 
it has considerable circulation, a reply seems to be 
necessary. And being apprehensive, that such as 
feel some delicacy with respect to their literary re- 
spectability, wiil not be forward to appear in the 
field of controversy with so unaccomplished an an- 
tat^unist, affords uie another inducement to engage 
in the work. 

In ray strictures it is my calculation to pass over 
nut h that Mr. Hutchinson has written, and contine 
myself chiefly to the principal arguments by which 
be would sustain his cause. 

Mr. H. has given to his book the following title: 
''An Apology for believing in Universal Reconcilia- 
tion: or an appeal from the Inferior Court of jBtg'e. 

*Mr. a. doe$ not pretend to great literary )um>«' ledge. 



try, Supersiitiant Ignorance and Unbelief, to the 
Supreme Court of Proper Candor, Souna Reasotr^f 
Good Understanding and TVue Faith.** . 

Upon this title I shall say but little ; but I cannot 
entirely pass over the metaphor it contains, and 
which is carried forward into the work. 

I first remark here, that Mr. H. has adopted the 
forms of speech used by former and present oppo- 
ters of the great truth of religion. The Socinians 
are wont to call the Trinitarians bigots, enthu- 
•lasts, S&c. while they compliment themselves with ' 
the more honorable designations of rational chris- 
tians. So Mr. H. in the begining of his attack, de- 
oouDces his opponents as a compound of bigotry, 
luperstition, ignorance, and unbelief. All these 
are included in the general names Calvanists and 
Arminians. These he considers as the jury that 
'* condemned his cause wholly unheard." From 
this '* unjust court'' he appeals to the better judges 
already named. But his jury is still composed of 
Calvanists and Arminians, to which he has added 
Universalists.* How. he will succeed in this second 
trial is not certain ; nor is it of much consequence 
bow he fares in the hands of such a jury, if his cause 
does but stand in that august Court, where ** God ie 
judge himself,** j — Psalms LI. 6. 

it iseems that those who acquit Mr. H. or in other 
-words embrace his new doctrine, are distinguished 

* Prefmce and page 6. 

f Were I to adopt the figurative style of Mr. H. I should say that 
our cause wil) finally come before tbat court of all courts, where 
** God himself is jud^e." the sacred Scriptures the law. by which it 
vill be tried; and if we must have a jury, it will be composed of 
saiuta and Hugels. To this trial we must be brought without ap^ 
peal ; bot to the law and the testinony is o v appeal for the pref t 



woiio iiiose wno Qiner irom ni 
civility. And I feel at present 
well by him. And the thought, 
time* is decided in the court ol 
ferred to, checks every unplei 
him, and fills me with a solem 
accompany ine through the who 
Our author does not positively 
the wicked shall have no suffer!? 
but the tenor of his discourse ii; 
It is evident that he inclined 
therefor^ I shall meet him on 
should any one plead, that a restt 
shall take place after ages of fi 
I think the principle must fall by i 
which disprove the doctrine of i 
death. 

SECTION I 

Mr. Hutchinson in stating th 
says, " I expect 1. To reason 1 
and acknowledged attrilii»t«»o *.*- 



Mr. H. eomes to reason from bis first proposition, 
he does not state his arguments very concisely, nor 
▼ery distinctly ; but unless I mistake bim^ and I think 
I do not, he argues as follows : 

1. As God is love, he desires that all creatures 
should be holy and happy. 2. That God is infinite 
in knowledge and wisdom; therefore can devise a 
System of operations, which shall finally issue in the 
complete fulfilment of his desire or pleasure, in whicli 
is involved the final happiness of all his creatures. 
That as God is almighty, he is able to carry all his 
desires or purposes into effect; and consequently 
will finally bring all to everlasting happiness.-— p. 17. 
At the close of the first part of his Apology he re- 
capitulates his arguments, by which it will be seen^ 
that I have not misunderstood, nor misrepresented 
his plan of reasoning.-— p. 31, 32. 

As to the wisdom, knowledge, and power 6f God, 
we have no dispute with Mr. H. on those points; 
for we may as well deny the existence of one eternal 
Being, as to deny his infinite perfection in all his 
attributes. That the purposes of God will stand, we 
believe is as certain, as that the numbers two and 
three make five; though it may not be so easily dis^ 
covered or comprehended. 

Upon Mr» H's. argument from the love, goodness^ 
and mercy of God, I would make the following ob- 
servations. 1. That God is love, that he is good 
and merciful, we not merely own, but zealously 
maintain. God is infinitely good and lovely, the 
Source of all good, and the opposite of all evil.-* 
" He is good unto all, and his tender mercy is over 
all his works.*' Were men and angels employed to 
all eternity in extolling his goodness, they wooW 
All imfinitely short of his real excellency. 



»"?••>' «s man is angry. , 

Bill Mr jj I 

t'ona; creatures i„ 1^ 

"tar'7. '°, i"''S^"«" ^ 
•nent to be correct • vpi ii 
e^r,' «'%'""'''•'«-.& 
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) ilesh must be penetrated with the lancet, severe 
n must be endured under the operation. In such 
ise, would not your heart ache for the suffering 
i^our dear child, notwithstanding ail the consola- 
IS arising from the certainly of cure ? The an- 
r must be in the affirmative. Now if we can rea- 

from the love and mercy of God against ever-, 
ing punishment, we may reason with equal pro- 
sty against the sufferings he inflicts, or suffers to 
lie upon his creatures here. Allowing that all 

present severest afflictions are just, as certainly 
f are, yet in all the accumulated sufferings of the 
Idren of men, according to Mr. H. God must feel 
mipathy, that is inconsistent with present perfect 
piness. Should it be replied, that God is supe- 
r to those distressing feelings, which we experi- 
e at just sufferings; I answer, that the observation 

equally apply to the just and everlasting wrei< h- 
ess of the wicked. Has not God sufficient knowl- 
e and wisdom to discover a way, by which crea- 
ks may have all the happiness necessary for them, 
lout the intervention of such bitter sufferings, 

even cruelties, which many experience ? And 

he not power to efi^ct every thing his heart de- 
!8, or wisdom purposes? According to Mr. H, 
fias; and, otherwise his attributes would fall short 
nfinite perfection. If he has the power, where is 
goofiness ? It is certain, that accumulated wretch- 
ess exists in this world, if not in the next ; and 
think, thtit the infinitely wise, and good God, could 
vertt it, if it were his pleasure. Shall we then 
ly against God ? Shall we impeach his wisdom, 
rer, or goodness? God forbid! We detest the 
ipheinous suggestion ! Now if it be ^consistent 
I the perfections of God, especially with his ^ood- 
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vTifTCiftQilHiistent with the perfeti 
Volumes of human arguments al 
not be so satisfactory to the piol 
Such a resting place for his mindi 
tence from the great and precious } 
So, Father, for so it seemed good) 
XI. 26. 

7'bat God should make creaturt 
fer them to sin, and how sin could 
are questions far beyond the reac 
jet we know them to be facts, '' ai 
born things/' And it is difficult 
them. There are secret things whi< 
and it is our wisdom and happin* 
with him. And since man has si 
be the pleasure of God to save a 
race, none, or all, we aredependan 
his word for information. ^ Soai 
siHted by revelation, must conclud 
Tation of any ; but God has been g 
to rbveal to us a Saviour, and that 
eth and is baptized, shall be saved. 

When a person sees the evil a 
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fijcd (irom all things/' or from all fheir mns. And 
the true penitent afterward perceives it through faitfai 
and realizes forgiveness^ and finally salvation. 

Should it be said, that the supposed petiitent rea- 
soned erroneously ; that by common depravity his 
reasoning faculties were Impaired ; it might be an- 
swered, so jirft the mental powers of every one of the 
liuman family ; and we are as incapable of reasoning 
from the goodness and merry of God for the salva- 
tion of pinners, as we are of reasoning from our sin- 
fulness, and God's justice and purity, against the 
salvation of any. It is a fact verified by experience 
and the testimony of conscience, that we are sinners, 
and exposed to the displeasure of God; but how to 
-escape is wholly a matter of revelation. What 
wretched and horrid methods have some taken to 
appease ofiiended justice ! £ven to oflfer the fruit of 
the body for the sin oYfhe soul ! 

The Reasonings of Mr. H. will in a measure do 
for one, who views himself pretty sinless, and is ig- 
norant of the Scriptures; but to one, who sees his 
-vileness, the purity of God's character, and the jus- 
tice of God in his condemnation, such a plan of sal- 
tation will afford but little comfort. The convinced 
sinner knows, that God is good and merciful ; but 
these views, without faith in Christ, do but heighten 
his guilt, and often in his own apprehension, render 
his state more hopeless. To determine therefore 
from the infinite love and goodness of God, that he 
will finally save 'all, is far beyoiKi our discernment ; 
especially as we have conclusive evidence in the 
word of God against it. 

S. Goodness, or mercy ffor it seems Mr. H. con- 
siders them both as one) must be free and uncon- 
troled. It must not be obliged to show favot^ whetK- 

2 
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er right or wrong. The idea advanced, that there is 
something in the Divine Being, that obliges him to 
bring all his creatures, however vicious they may 
be, and however deserving of punishment, to ever- 
lasting happiness, embarrasses the mind with respect 
to free grace in salvation. 

in dared to apply to the great Jehovah, what we 
should apply to man, I should say, though with great 
reveience, that according to Mr. H's. idea of good- 
ness, God is influenced altogether by his feelings. 
Indeed, his feelings can do no wrong, for they are 
always good ; but his glorious character does not 
wholly consist of them. He has also the attributes 
of wisdom, judgment, justice, S^c. and all in perfec- 
tion and h9rniony. And we err as really in ascrib- 
ing to him nothing but mercy^ or in supposing him 
to be influenced altogether by what Mr. H. calls by 
that name, as if we were to contend that he was all 
justice and severity against transgressors. I mean 
a beverity consistent with strict justice, for justice 
has no cruelty attached to it, there is nothing in it 
inconsistent with goodness and excellency of char- 
acter. 

As to vfhM Mr. H. charges upon Calvanists and' 
Arininians, as he calls them, of holding that justice 
and mercy are in opposition, &i,c. p. 7 — 13, I shall 
let pass without further notice. 
' 4. If it be just, that the ungodly should suffer the 
consequence of their sin, and perish forever on ac- 
count of it ; then it will be no detraction from the 
goodness of God for him to leave them to their own 
choice of sin and misery ; and for him to manifest 
his displeasure against sin and the workers of iniqui-> 
ty in their .everlasting destruction. Is it right th|r 
the wicked should perish forever in consequence i 
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ickedness ? If so, then 6od^ 8 goodness is ac- 
in their everlasting condemnatioa. \ 
^ms, however, that Mr H. and probably many 
>retbren, will not acknowledge the justice of 
the everlasting 'punishment of the wicked ; 
^od would not be just in their everlasting con- 
ion, there can be no mercy in their salvation, 
r salvation would be but an act of justice. 
11 the blaze about the mercy of God is at once 
lished, is dashed in a moment. Such views 
eatl; to lessen the crime of sin, and even to 
rather doubtful the justice of God in the ex- * 
sufferings of many in this world, 
ut the truth of this pointdoes not rest on mere 
reasoning, but on the testimony of the sacred 
ires. We cannot think that the Scriptures are 
>n a subject of such importance. As Christ 
ito the world to save sinners, it is to be ex- 
that they will tell us how the great work is to 
omplished ; and whether all, or a part only 
saved. And those infallible writings are de- 
hat notwithstanding the fullness there is in 
and the mercy of God in opening the way of 
tn, yet only believers will be saved ; and those 
lect the gospel, and harden*their hearts in un- 
* shnll be punished with everlasting destruction 
le presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
'er." On this ground we rest our faith re- 
g the subject, after we and others have ex- 
all our skill at human argumentation. But 
e Scripture saith must be deferred to a follow- 
irt of this work. 
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SECTION n. 

Mr. Hutchiason in the second part of his Apologjr^ 
'* Takes a view of the state of man from Adam to 
MoseSy and from Moses to the coming of Messiah, 
and the State of thousands since." p. 33. He em- 
ploys several pages iu proving, that ttie heathen were 
ignorant and wicked ; and he supposes, that they 
were punished in this life according to their crimes;* 
for he thinks that their punishment could not he 
eternal) because he that knew not his master's will, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. Being beaten with 
few stripes he suggests, does not ** look like that 
cruel doctrine, that every offender, who knew ever 
to little, if he die in his offence, must be beaten with' 
stripes eternally." p. 37. He adds, p. 20, "What 
reason have we to suppose, that they must be eter- 
nally miserable ! whereas it is acknowledged, that 
they lived and died ignorant of the true God." 

Our author allows, that the Jews were greater 
criminals than the gentiles on account of their hair- 
ing sinned r^gainst greater light, and for that reason 
were beaten with many stripes. Their sufferings 
were extraordinary, *' as we reari in the sacred his- 
tory, an(J in the history of Flavius Josephus." p. 45. 
He. also argues against the eternal misery ot sinners 
since the coming of Christ, from their ignorance of 
the law of God and of the Saviour, p. 50. 

Upon the above statements I observe,!.* Thai 
|Ir. H 's argiiment in this part of his work seems to' 

* Fa^M S6, 44^ 4& 
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be founded upon the supposition, that sinners are 
not to be condemned, except they have light, &nd sin 
against light. In a sense it is true, that weare not 
to be blamed for disregarding an object, however 
worthy, of which we are entiiely ignorant ; but the 
truth is, that mankind, even the heathen, are not 
wholly ignorant of moral good and evil, and gener- 
ally have some idea of a. Supreme Being. They have 
a law written in their minds, which teaches them, 
that murder, theft,lying, k.c. are criminal ; and their 
consciences often condemn them for their miscon- 
duct. '< That which may be known of God is mani- 
fest in them ; for God hath shewed it unto them. 
For the fn visible things of him from the creation of 
the world, are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead ; so that they are without excuse. Because 
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful ; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened." 
Also, " W.hen the Gentiles, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, these 
having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 
Which shew the work of the law written on their 
hearts, tlieir conscience also bearing witness, and 
their tho«]ghts the mean while accusing, or else ex- 
cusing one another."* 

£. It appears, that Mr. H. has omitted altogether 
the temper and disposition of the mind in his view of 
the sinfulness of both Jews and Gentiles. The re- 
quirements of God in his law are, that we should 
love him in the first place ** with all the heart, soul, 
mind, and strength; and then love our neighbor 
as ourselves. And -'the Lori> looketh on the heart." 

♦ Row. X 18—25, and 11. 14, 1 6. 
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l^erefore whatever our conduct mny be, and what- 
ever light we maj pussess, it inatiera but little cum- 
paralively speaking, ifour hearts arenolrinhibef'ire 
God. If '.he mind be predispoBed to love God, then 
whenever his glorious character appears, either \tj 
the light of naliiri!, or hy the light of the gospe^ 
the person possessing such a disposition will appro- 
'bale and love that ch-iracter, and him who bears it. 
Bui on the other hnnd, if there be In the heart a pre- 
disposition to dislike the character of Ueity, then th» 
Biore his perfections are ma<le manifpst, the greater 
will he the opposition of the sinful heart to sucti 
perfections. 

This dislike of the perfections of God is apparent 
in mankind almost universally, ]ri infancy there 
appears neither dislike nor approbation of the •livine- 
Being; but us soon as the child is capuble of dis- 
cerning an; thing of the holiness anil perfe<'tions of 
(he great Author of bll good, a dissatisfaction may 
be noticed. And the more the young mind learns of 
(he perfections of the Deity by the light of the gos- 
pel, the more, geiierally speaking, is it averse lO 
him. " If 1 had mil done amnng ihem," says (he 
Saviour, ■'iheworka which none other mandid, they 
bad not had Bii^, (that is in rejecting him,] i)U[ now 
h^ve thev both seen and hated both me mid my Fa- 
ther," 

What has now been noticed is a sad token of the 
general depravity, that pervades the whole human 
race. "The wicked are estranged Inmi the womb ; 
(hey go astray as soon as they be born, speakinc 
lies." Ps. LVIil, 3. 

From this evil heart arises that opposition against 

. the most essential truths of the word of God, which 

is BO apparent through the world : pdrticularly 
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against the scriptural representation of justice ani 
mercy. It is viewed by many as unjust for God to 
execute wrath on the disobedient ; and mercy must 
be exercised according to the wishes and direction 
of the opposer, or God himself does not escape se- 
vere, and blasphemous censure. Mr. Bolsham in hit 
vindication of certain passages in a discourse oc- 
casioned by the death of Dr. Priesily, in the adver* 
tisement has these words : *< He was inclined to 
hope, that a more general circulation of these let- 
ters (which he was about publishing) might contri- 
bute to communicate more correct ideas of the 
tenets, and to excite a greater abhorrence of the 
spirit of Calvinisni, the direct tendency of which is 
to generate hatred of both God and man, and which 
represents the character of the divine Being in a 
light more odious, than that of the voluptuous Ju- 
piter, of the sanguinary and ferocious Molock, or 
€ven of its own imaginary, malignant, and mischiev- 
ous, but not altogether omnipotent, and infinite de- 
vil !*' 4nd may I not seriously add, that the sug- 
gestions of the injustice and cruelty in (he everlas- 
ting punishment of the wicked found in Mr U 's 
Apology, too much resemble the virulence of Mr. 
Belsham, p. 57, 50. 

The Scriptures abundantly represent the children 
of men as being the enemies of God, and therefore 
cannot enter into his heavenly kingdom without re- 
generation. Now if the sinner die with this heart 
of opposition, he must of course awake in eternity, 
with the same, only in a greater degree ; as he will 
discover the purity and glory of God in a clearer 
a4id mure sensible light than he now does. This 
being the case, how can he be. happy in the presentee 
of him, iu whom he has no deiij^ht^ U \icN& ^x^'^^s^ 
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do not love the displays of the divine perfections at 
revealed in his word, and discerned in the outpour- 
ings of iiis Spirit, and in the conversation of the 
godlj ; how can he be delighted and happy, where 
there is an infinitely greater manifestation of his 
holiness, justice, and goodness ! 

8. If we do not believe in Christ, we are "con- 
demned already ;" and need not to sin against light 
in order to justify God in our condemnation. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God ; and we are 
guilty in a high degree, whether we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles, whether we have the light of the Scriptures op 
not: though the greater light we have, the greater 
is our guilt. *^ Fot as many as h^ve sinned without 
law, shall also perish without law ; and as many 
as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the 
law." Rom. II. 12. x To have enmity against God 
is the greatest of 'Crimes, and the source of air 
crimes, and will of itself render us miserable as long 
as it continues. Were there no positive punish- 
ment inflicted on the sinner, yet his own sinful 
temper' o( mind would render him wreti-hed for- 
ever. It is the natural and inevitable consequence 
of sin to render the subject miserable^ If there be 
any cruelty in everlasting wo, it is in the sinner, and 
not in God. To object against the justice and good- 
ness of our Creator in the endless wretchedness of 
the wicked, is like the man, who holds in his hand a 
cup of poison, and is continually tasting, and is de- 
termined to drink of it at all hazards. His neighbor, 
expostulates with him, warns him o^the danger, re- 
monstrates against the wickedness of the act, and ur- 
ges him to forbear, and reject the deadly draught. At 
the same time the neighbor proposes a certain reme- 
4v for what he has already taken, procured at great 




m 

Qxpense. But the iHAn refuses the precious antidote 
and wrangles with his friend, and corapUins of cruel- 
ty and injustice, and accuses the neighbor of killing 
biin, because he tells hitp tha't his cup is poison, 
and will certainly prove his death, unless he leaver 
it, and makes use of the proposed cure. In like 
manner many coinplii^in of God, for leaving sinnem 
to perish in thejr own chosen way of sin, and also 
of want of love in thosfe who tel) the ungodly, that 
tin will be their eternal ruin if they do not ti^rn froiu 
it, and look to the Lord for pardon and sanctifjcation. 
4. If I understand Mr. H he maintains that death 
18 the end of the penalty of the law. He proposes 
this question respecting the inhabitants of P^les- 
tine, '* Were they not really guilty, when they wera 
so wicked?" He answers, *' yes, they were guilty 
anough to suffer death." And he observes, that 
''the Antedeluvians and people of Sodom" had to 
suffer death in an extraordinary manner, on account 
of their extraordinary wickedness, and that too ac- 
sording to what each deserved — "and that their 
punishment was proportioned to the degree of their 
srimes.* 

But should we allow that death would atone for 
all our past sms ; yet still being found at enmity 
with God, our sinfulness would continue/ and with- 
out renewing grace would continue forever; and 
consequently we must lie as long under the curse. 
If snflfering and death should atone for our sins in 
this world ; yet our sufferings must continue as we 
shall still be sinners. 

Indeed it may be thought by some, that the sin- 
ner's heart will be changed in another world ; but I 
know of no such intimation in the Ward oif God ; 

■* .(. 86^99. (SeetdUf p. M, 4S Qi> 
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nor have I observed that Mr. H. has even asse 
it; but his words imply the contrary, p. 94. 

If the greatest sinners always suffered most in 
world, i wpuld lessen the difficulty in believing 
the ungodly receive all their punishmenf in this! 
but the truth is far otherwise, as verified by our • 
observation, and the abundant testimony of 
Scriptures. The Psalmist 8»ys, ** I was enviov 
the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the w 
ed. For there are no bands in their death; 
their strength is firm. They are not in troubl( 
other men ; neither are they plagued as other i 
— Their eyes stand out with fatness ;. they have m 
than heart could wish." Psalm LXXIII. 3, 7 ; i 
Psalm XCII. 7. Our Lord represents A brahan 
saying to the rich sinner, " Thou in thy lifetime 
ceivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 
things ; but now he is comforted, and thou art 
mented."* 

* Luke XVI. 25. 8m Heb. XII. 8. 
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SECTION III. 



Mr.' Hutchinson, in the third part of his hook, ar* 
ranges " by quotations, those promises of God re- 
corded in the Old Testament Scriptures, which ap- 
pear to him to prophecy in a conspicuous manner 
universal restoration ;" and attempts to " show by 
New Testament Scriptures, that they have been or 
are to be fulfilled in the reign of Christ, or the gos- 
pel dispensation ; and that the best feelings of man 
correspond with the same idea." p. 51. 

He first brings'forward Gen. HI. 15. " And I will 
put enmity .between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy 
head."-^Here Mr. H. ends his quotation, but Moses 
continues— > ^* and thou shalt bruise his heel." Up- 
on thir passage he remarks, ** I cannot see but that 
this positively prophesies, that Christ shall utterly 
destroy the serpent, or devil,^ or sin. Whereas we 
know, that if a serpent's head is bruised, he is of 
cmirse destrojred or killed." 
f^^The foregoing is a precious promise, that of the 
seed of the woman, God would raise up a Saviour, 
even Christ; that there should be hatred between 
the woman and the serpent, and between their seeds. 
Christ and his people on the one hand are the Seed 
of the woman ; the people of the world are the seed 
of the serpent, as the tares are said to be ** the child- 
ren of the wiclwd one," and sinners, are of their 
father the deviK" Christ the principal seed shall 
•onquer and bruise the serpent's head ; buLt89Xaxv%sA 



those services and^ 
engaged on earth, he roi 
down on the right band ^ 
ment of beavea and eartll 
thence be sends down i 
hardened sinners, and deli 
age and service of saian. ( 
adversary will experience! 
in everlasting chains. *'1l 
would not that I should r»i 
er and slay them before mt 
Mr. U. next brings forwai 
ises inude to Abraham, Isat 
Tenerable patriae bs <«bould 
ity, that the Messiah shoul 
to the flesh, and be the pri 
nations should be blessed ii 
I cannot give his quotation! 
shall be designedly omitted 
give bis meaning. Gen. H 
have I sworn saith the Loi 
bless tbee, and in multiplytr 
ae the stars of beaven'^«n 
the firate of bi« -"*— ^' ' 
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} 9hall all the families of the earth be blen- 

quoting Gal. III. 16 Mr. Hutchinson adds, 
herefore, clearly shown that God promised 
n wirU an oath, thnt all nations and families 
arth, should be blessed in Christ." p. fil^l 
objettion to this application of the foregoing 
3 ; but what does it make in favor of universal 
n? Christ doubtless is the promised seed, 

certainly conquer his foes^ and possess the 
his enemies; and in him shall all the nations 
arth be blessed. I have no difficulty in be- 
that the gospel shall finally be preached ta all 

which is an unspeakable blessing. As it 
eat advantage to the Jews to have the oracles 
committed to them ; it is much more so to 

word of ihe gospel in plainness of speech, 
veiled in types and figures, as was the case in 
ings of the Old 'l'estHn)ent#But still a great- 
ng to all nations through Christ, is, that ihe 
all not return void, but shall accomplish that 
h it is sent. Thousands and millions of all 
shall repent, believe, and be saved ; even a 
ultitude, which no man can number, of all 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, shall 
[ore the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
ite robes, and palms in their hands ; shout* 
ation to our God, which sitteth upon th« 
and to the Lamb. 

next cliiss of promises," which Mr. H. 
'* are those which prophesied that God would 
amilies, and kindreds of the earth to Christy 
he should reign over them all ; and that is 

ol his reign, he should judge them, and re- ' 
d punish thein according to \h«vt h«cvyVRv 
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house of Israel ; but should be preached to all the 
world ; and that many should repent, believe and be 
•aved. But still ^ remains an unalterable truth, 
that, though, ''he tliat believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; yet he that Jbelieveth not shall be 
damned " In the second Pslam, after the promise 
was made to Christ, that he should have the heathen 
for his inheritance, it is added, (verse 9,) " Thou 
Shalt break them with a rod of iron ; thou shall dash 
them in pecies like a potter's vessel.'^ Therefore 
the exhortation is, <' kiss the son lest be be angry, and 
ye perish from the way, when his anger is kindled 
but a little." No doubt but Mr. H's friends could 
evade the force of these additioual words ;* but what 
would it avail ? as they will still speak destruction to 
theenemiesof Christ, -whatever may be said to the 
contrary. 

Mr. H. pursuing his subject, next proceeds to 
** show that God promised and swore by himself, that 
in the reign of Christ, all ihe children of men should 
turn to the Lord and be saved." Psiam XXII. 2,7, 
28. " All the ends of the earth shall remember and 
turn to the Lord : and all th»> kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before him. Isa. XI. 4, 5 " And the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see (it) together." And chap, LII. 10. "The Lord 
hath made l«Hre his holy arm m the eyes of all the 
nations , and all the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of God." 

. These passages speak the same things, as those 
quoted before, and might have been brought for- 
ward with them ,* and they all in a siihlinie, and di- 

* Fur it is a lamentable fact, that every threatening must be tio 
modified as t'» speak smooth things. But t^vt^ry prumise nmst not 
only have its fail extent •, but niuxt be stretched beyond all bonnds, 
to make it speak universal salvation. 
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r way have a bearing upon the salvation of all 
n. We have no doubt, that all who repent and 
n to the Lord, will be saved. This is not the dis- 
;e ; but the question is, shall they who die in their 
s be saved. 

But the following passages require more partiru- 
attention. Ish. XLV, 23, ii4. "I have sworn 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth (in) 
;hteousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
ery knee shall bow, every tongue sliall swear, 
irely, shall (one) s.iy, *' In the Lord have I righ- 
)usue8S and strength." Phrl. II. '9, II. ** Where- 
re God hath highly exalted him. and given him 
name, which is above every name, that at the 
me of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in 
aven, and things on earth, and things under the 
rth, and that every tongue should confess that Je- 
B Christ is Lord, to the glory, of God the Fa- 
er." p. 55. 

With respect to the first of these passages, I 
all notice, that in the £2<i verse, the ends of the 
rth are called upon to look to the Lord, and be 
ved ; implying that they could not be saved with- 
it looking to the Lord. And to excite attention 
d interest it is added, " I have sworn by myself— 
fit onto me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
all sweard' The whole universe shall submit to 
e most high. Some [or one] shall say, ** In the 
ORD have I righteousness and strength." Here 
r. H. leaves the passage; but it follows by the 
ophet, ^* Evtn to him" that is to the Lord, 
shall men come," that is, some shall come.* Now 

^ Should it be ot)jected, that the words one , and men, arc not in 
) text, but are added by tbeir translators, it might be asked^ how 
►old you supply, those vaeau^ul T%a vi«t4 oM. ^w^^ 'wax^^ 
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all glorious Saviour, or be obliged to 9ubmit to the 
arm of his justice. This distinction between the 
friends and enemies of God, in time, at the judg« 
ment, and in eternity, is abundant in the Scripture6» 
and will be noticed in a future part of this work. 

In connection with the above passages, Mr. H. 
quotes 1 Cor. XII. 3. ** No man can say that Je« 
SOS is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost;" and thenob- 
serves, that '* the amount of the foregoing proph- 
ecy is, that all in heaven, in earth, and under the 
earth, shall confess that Jesus is Lord by the Holy 
Ghost/' p. 55. But merely to say that '< Jesus it 
Lord," cannot be the meaning of the apostle, nor 
merely to be unwillingly constrained to acknowledge 
the cuaracterof Christ, for devils have been obliged 
to do this ; but the apostle would communicate the 
idea, that none could truly and from theheartacknow* 
ledge the real character of the Messiah, and that he 
was Lord and Christ, but bf the influence of the 
Spirit God. 
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obligation, unless to punish them for their ifilqiii- 
■ ties. To such as have a view of their conflition aS 
sinners, and feel their need of salvation from sin it* 
self, as well as from its consequence, no tottgue oao 
express the blet^'sedness of such news ! And even 
holy angels felt it so much, that at the annunciation 
of the Saviour's birth, they burst into hsavenly 
Itrams, and sang, ** glory to God in the highe|St, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men." But 
how much is the theme and strain of praise lowered 
when sinful man is considered as not worthy of end- 
less misery, anil that Gpd would not be just to Ieav0 
any of the human family to perish in their own ini- 
quity. Or to use Mr. H/s own words, to hold iha^ 
** as man is brought into being without his own 
choice or consent, he has a right to trust in bis Ma- 
ker, that He will support him, and save him eternal* 
ly." p. 42, * 

The gospel is indeed good news, but will it follow 
that there is nothing bad, or no eviltidings, to be 
heard in the universe ? A proclamation of p-irdon 
and restoration to the favor of government upon 
submission and confession to out-lawed rebels, 
would be good news in itself, and to all such as re* 
pented of their rashness and crime; but the same 
instrument would be likf'iy to contain a declaration 
of certain destruction to those, who, after all the leni- 
ty shown, should persist in their rebellion : yet the 
proclamation might be emphatically styled eooD 
ivEws, although it contained heavy tidings to them 
who should refuse submission. Such^ 1 take to be 
the nature of the gospel to rebellious man. 

Nevertheless what saith the Scripture respecting 
the nature of the e;ospel, and the consequence of re- 
tiBting it ? idoees proclaimed the ^QS^el ici ttieift 
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words, "The Lomo, the Lokd Ootf, merciful an6 
gracious, long suffering and ahandanf in goodness 
and trutb ; keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by 
no means clear the guiUyr Exod. XXXI V. 6, 7. 
The worrls of the prophet are, ** The Lord hath an- 
ointed me to preach good tidings to the meek — to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and tht 
day of vengeance of our God^^ Isa. LXl. 1, 2.— 
Here are good ti(|ing8 to the meek, the people of God, 
but vengeance to his and their adversaries. The 
gospel which was to he preached by the apiMtles, ac- 
cording to the commission of their Lord, is summed 
up by Murk in these words, ^ He that believerh and 
is baptized shHil be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned'* M-irk XVI. 16. And saitb the 
first New Testament preacher, ** He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life ; and he thai believeth 
not the Son, shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
abidtth on him'^ John HI. 86. Now let us com- 
pare in our minds the desrription given of the na- 
ture of the gospel in these passages, with Mr. H.'s 
account of it; ** that the nature of the gospel testi- 
mony admits of no bad news, or bad tidings ;" nnd 
implicitly that it admits of nothing unpleasant in con- 
nection with it. p. 66. - 

Finally, Mr. H assures us, <Mhatthe nature of the 
gospel testimony is nothing else but to proclaim to 
man bis eternal salvation through the grace of God, 
which is well worthy of the name of good tidings, as 
it is the best tidings man ever heard.''— Ibid. But 
wherein does the exrellency of these tidings consisil 
Not iti forgiveness ; for that does not come into Mtj 
H,*s s< heme of salvation. Nor in exemption fro| 
punishment ; for the sinner is to be punished 



35 

Buch as he deserves; and Christ V' did not die t« 
save man from being punished." p. 19d. I cannot 

Serceive then, but that this good news upon which 
Ir. H. dotes so much, amounts to this and no more ; 
that God is just, and will not -punish the sinner more 
than he deserves. Is this news ? Do we need the 
gospel to tell us this ^ Is the justice of God doubt- 
ful .!» 

Finally, can we believe, that all the labor, and suf- 
ferings, and anxietjf, of Christ and his apostles in 
preaching the gospel, were merely to tell the world 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they should all he saved, 
however vicious they ipight live ? Do Universalists 
believe this ? Can any person of common discern- 
ment, believe it, unless bewildered in the maze of 
speoulution ? 

Also, I cannot but notice, that Mr. H. seems to sum 

up all good as cousisring in the sinner's escape from 

future punishment : while but little if any concern 

is discovered for the glory of God, the honor of his 

; £;overnroent, or the reformation of mankind. 

A 

\ 
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SECTION y. 

The last ihing in Mr. H.'s plan of argi 
<* show, that the best feelings of man an 
argument in tavor df universal salvation 
Says, the best feelings of man are tho! 
prompt him to desire, not only the prese 
ing, but also the eternal felicity of all his I 
tures.— And there is not the least room h 
thai these feelings of HenevoletK-e, are in 
the mind, will, and disposition of God. 
desires the eternal felicity of all his rre 
has ^oth wisdom and power sufllicient to 
the desires of his benevolence " p. 8 1. 

That benevolent feelings are pleasing t 
that God is infinitely benevolent, wise, an 
t have no disposition to riispute; but that o 
even our" best feelings," sbnnld be a rul 
to judge of his goodness and nitrcy, and ! 
metsure and limit the purposes of the 
admits of much doubt. It was a great c 
children of Israel, that they thought, tha 
altogether such as themselves." Ps. I. 2 
doubted ly it is equally erroneous and pre 
now as it was then, to jud^e concerning tli 
will of God by our own feelings. We kn 
tender feehngs are often very erroneous 
tenderness will often prompt us to gre; 
towards our children. If justice is exercis 
them f'lr their f mlts, there is great dani 
parent will complain of hard usage, if not 
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as Mr. H. does of the infliction of the just judgments 
of God upon the wicked in their everlasting punish- 
ment. - 

' But it may be said, that such partiality as has been 
mentioned, does not arise from our Hest feelings. I 
ask, what are bur best feelings? Let Mr. H. answer, 
** Those which comport with the commandments of 
God/' This is granted. But such feelings are reg- 
ulated by his word, and by his purposes, as fur as they 
are known. Good old Eli had indulged his tender* 
ness too far towards his children, and did not restrain 
them from evil ; but when he was reproved for his 
error by young Samuel, and threatened with sort 
judgments on his family, he was then brought to his 
right and best feelings. No doubt but that he still 
felt greatly for his wicked sons; hut with the yearn* 
ings of his heart, he had a submissive spirit given 
bim. On hearing the painful threatening, he cnrimly 
replied, " It is the Lord, let him do whatseemeth him 
good." I Sam. III. 18. The Psalmist, referring to 
his trials, said, *'I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
because thou didst it.'* Ps. XXXIX. 9. But abovt 
all, the example of the Saviour is worthy of notice. 
When in greafdistress, his human feelings prompted 
bim (o pray earnestly forrelief ; but they, being of the 
best kind, and perfectly right, he adds, **Nevertheles8| 
not ray will, but thine be done." Luke XXII. 4£. 

Now the christian's best feelings towards sinners, 
are an earnest desire, that they may believe and be 
saved, as far as is consistent with the divine purpose, 
but as the believer is sensible that God knows what 
is best, and that he will always do that which is for 
the best, all things considered ; he with submission 
gives all up into the hands of him who cannot do 
wrong. The best feelings of man do n^X v^^'Q^^iOKvxs^ 

4 



topfajforthesalvHtion of Bionere right or wro 
but if ihe L»rd will. To ssb naj thing of Ood n 
out a spirit of aubmioslan if denied is not a pra; 
bul > demand. And indeed this appears to bi 
leading idea in Mr. H's perfunuance, that alt a 
be saved at any rale ; and if Ood does not save 
men, he cannot be merciful nor just, [n its nal 
it it awful presumption, to think 'if regnlaiiug 
mind, or coudust af Jehovah bjr out very iiDper 
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SECTION VI. 

Having gone through with our author's principal 
arguments as stated by himself, I must nuw give 
Some attention to several things, that could not so 
well be noticed in their proper place. 

Passing over many thmgs, I shall first notice that 
Mr. H. ** cannot think that the original words, which 
in our English version are rendered anger and 
wrath, (that is in God) are a proper translation."-^ 
p. 25. His meaning, I tak« to be, that he could not 
think, that these original words were properly trans- 
lated. He then proceeds and says, ** I will therefore 
first give the original words and their definition from 
the statement of a learned writing which I have; 
and if I rightly understand it, these are the original 
worls, which are in the Knglisb version rendered 
anger atid wrath, and their propter definitions. 

Animi ; Inclinfitiun, an inclination of the mind or 
spirit. Studium : the earnest endeavor after any 
thing, study, care, regard, concern, purpose, design, 
exercise, &c. "When this writer," adds Mr. H. ** has 
given his definition, he gives it as his opinion, that 
the English word in the room of anger and wratb^ 
should have been rendered ardor." 

Upon the foregoing, I observe, that tmimi and stU' 
dium are not the original words, which in our ver- 
sion are rendered anger and wrath ; Hor are they 
Greek words, but Latin The principal Greek words 
used for anger and wrath are orgk, and thuhqs^ 



r 



40 

and ire applied to Qod and man in both TeBiamenia.' 

SchrevcliuB interprets ORor- hy ira, ns its priinHrji 
meaning, which in English is rendered "anger, dis- 
pleasure, wrath, passion." 

Tbdmos is rendered oni'mMa, wimk, fro ; ihat ii, 
the soul or mind, the reason or understanding, anger, 
displeasure. &c. 

But where is the enliehlened, experienced Chris- 
tian, who supposes that God la angry hke sinful maul 
Ii is not eaa; at onre to determine, whf Mr. H. spends 
to much lahor on this point. Did he imngine thai all 
who use the language of the Bible, Tiew God as an 
angrv reTengefnl man ? Far be it from us ! [f there 
is any people in the universe, that hale a hean-fell 
sense of God's love, tendcness, and mercj, ihej arc 
those, who view the justice of God in their everlast- 
ing condemnation ; and have a diseoverj of hit 
just displeasure against sin, and against those who 
are guilty of it Nothing caq be more conclusive 
from reason than this remark. For if God is noi 
just in condfeninine and punishing ; he is not mer 
ciful in saving. The less we imagine that we havi 
to be forgiven, the less shall we love ; but to whon 
much is forgiven, the same will love much. But it 
Mr. H'a schi^me of salvation there appears to be nt 
room for forgiveness, and as little for grateful love. 

Ii is rMher diffirult to account for the egregioui 
Inlstake made bj our Apologist in his criticisms oi 
wh»t he calls the original words rendered anger auc 
wrath. Wlio can be the author of the learned writ 
ing, from which he received the infonnation, thai 
ORtint and tlvdium were the original words for an. 
Serandwr»th, I cannot conjecture. A learned writei 

), uhI XSV. 3. Mvk Uf' 
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mast have known better. I apprehend, that Mr. H. 
did not well ufiderstand his author ; and I think he 
ought not to have presumed so f-ir as he has, without 
knowing something of what he was doing. Had he 
no friend at hand, kind enough to point out some of 
his errors ? or dia he conceal his performance from 
theoi, till it made its appearance from the press ? 

In page ST, Mr. H. asserts with exuhation, ^ that 
the. natural, necessary and certain fruit of, and pun- 
ishment for sin, is inseparably connected with our 
eternal salvation." This declaration is 9o worded, 
that it is difficult for me to understand the meaning 
of the writer ; but I think die principal idea is, that 
the punishment for sin is naturally, necessarily, cer- 
tainly and inseparably connected with our ftemal 
salvation ! But does punishment make th^ heart 
better ? If the heart be already essentially disposed 
to that which is good, correction for disobedience 
sr unfaithfulness will have a salutary effect; will 
teaph the offender the evil of his error, and the pious 
Boul will repent, reform and be watchful. '* Before 
I was afflicted," said David, <* I went astray ; but now 
bave I kept thy word." But the heart of the unre« 
generate is not so disposed. 

The ungodly may be restrained, and kept in awe, 
by punishment and the fear of it; but never wili he 
love that restraint, unless his heart is radically chan- 
ged Solomon says. ** though thou shouldest br»y a 
fool in a mortar amoiig wheat with a pestle, yet will 
nr>this foolishness depart from him." Frov. aXVII. 
2^ Punish an individual^for smaller^ transgressions, 
Bnd it often prepares him for greater; confine the 
greater criminal to the s'ate prison, and at the close 
of his terai rele «se him, and there is a great prob^- 

4t 




42 



bility, he will return to his former course or 
and often it is, that such are not cured till the 
their exit on a gallows. Hhs Mr. H. or any oi 
ever witnessed this natural, necessary and 
fruit Qt punishment in the reformation of ar 
siderable number of indiTidual#that have su 
If not, why should it be asserted ? The con 
witnessed by every one that observes. An 
evidence have we that death will answer the i 
of atonement and reformation 1 Our authoi 
asserts it, and so probably do others ; but m 
Bertions will hardly amount to evidence. 1 
will atone for past crimes, it will not for the 
are future; nor have we any evidence, thai 
change the heart. The subject therefore awa 
eternity with the same sinful temper of mil 
still be criminal, and Consequently must still 
and so continue to be sinful and to suffer 1 
I cannot dis'^ern any thing to the contrary 
even in Mr. H*s own plan of atonement by su 
Let it be proved from the Scriptures, tha 
will change the heart, or that the sinner wil 
ne.wed after death ; then we may have some 1^ 
such as die in impenitence. But still weshoii 
this, difficulty to contend with ; that the Sci 
abundantly testify, that many in^ the day of ju 
shall appear at the left hand of the judge, ai 
be condemned to everlasting fire, and shall § 
into everlasting punishment. But we shall 
counter ths difficulty, till the former is prov 
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SECTION VII. 

To the question, " What right has a man before 
his Mak^r?" Mr. H. answers, *' As man is brought 
into being without his own choice or consent, he has 
a right to trust in his Maker, that he* will support 
him, and save him eternally;, and that he will pun- 
ish him no more than he deserves ; and that when he 
has received the due reward of his deeds, his Maker 
will show him pity,and give him eternal life by grace." 
— P 4£. 

By this statement it seems, that the sinner has a 
right to claim salvation notwithstanding his sinful- 
ness, because he was brought into being without his 
own choice and consent; that be must, however, 
suffer the due reward of his deeds ; and then after 
all his Maker will show him pity, and save him by 
grace! 

This plan of salvatibn represents God as eiiacting 
more of the sinner, than the cruel system which Mr, 
H. and others explode with such abhorrence. For 
notwithstanding God is under obligation to save the 
transgressor because he made hira, yet he punishes 
him in full for his sins; and after all claims an ac- 
knowledgment of grace in his salvation ! But where 
is the grace spoken of in the sinners salvation ? He 
has suffered all he deserved, he has a right to plead 
for salvation because God had made him, and of 
consequence in justice he ought to be saved. And 
wtrat pity does it require in order to save him ? In- 
deed God delights not in the death of \.V\^ ^w^ii^&sAv 
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but whether he do or not, and whether he pity the 
sinner or not ; according to Mr. H's scheme he is 
under indispensable obligations to save him, or for- 
feit his claim to justice. O justice! O grace! O 
pity! what are yqu niore than mere sounds P Does 
Universalism rest upon such ground as this? I am 
rather doubtful, whether the understanding Univer- 
Salist will acknowledge it. At least I hesitate to 
cfacirge him with it. And I must honestly own, that 
I (eel some mortification in spending time to con- 
front such glaring abQurdity and weakness. 

It is plain according to Mr. H. (^at the sinner 
'< will receive the due reward of his deeds/' and that 
Christ " did not die to save man from being punish- 
ed as much as he deserves. A principle this which 
altogether supercedes the idea of forgiveness in sal- 
vation. Hence grace, mercy and forgivness, are no 
more. They are words without meaning. Sounds 
indeed, but without signification. 

Again our Apologist says, p. 44, ** Amon^ all the 
penalties annexed to transgressions in the Jewish law, 
eternal misery was never once threatened." To 
which I reply, — 

1. Those laws were not spiritual, nor strictly re- 
ligious ; and respected time more than eternity.-— 
This community partook more of a civil polity, than 
of an ecclesiastical' institution. The members gen> 
erally were not renewed by grace, the requiredqual- 
ific'dtions ,were worldly, and their ordinances were 
chiefly of a worldly nature. They had a worldly 
sau'^tuaiy, and carnal ordinances were imposed upon 
them, till che time of reformation. The promises 
and penalties, by which these laws were sanctioned, 
chieiy respected this worki. Therefore, from the 



nature of the Jewish laws, we are not to expect ta 
hear much, if anj thingi of eternal rewards and pun- 
ishments. 

2. Although the institutions of the law of Moset, 
related chiefly and primarily to this world ; yet many 
of them wsre ordinances of divine service, and were 
typical of spiritual and eternal things. The high 
priest was a type of Christ, and many or all of the 
sacrifices were figurative of the sufferings and death 
of Christ. Hence many of the promises and threat- 
enings directed to spiritual and future happiness or 
misery. As for instance, certain characters of the 
house of Israel were to be cut off frorp their people. 
Separated from the privileges and enjoyments of the 
house of Ood. In many cases they were to be put to 
death, and so separated forever. In like manner, 
whatever may be our profession or privileges in this 
world, unless in heart we are believers in Christ and 
keep his commandments, we must finally be separa- 
ted from God and all that is good. No doubt Paul 
alludes to this in these words : " If any man defile 
the temple of God, him shall God destroy. — 1 Cor. 
III. 17. All the Gentiles were excluded from the 
blessings of the sanctuary, excepting such as submit- 
ted to be circumcised. Circumcision was a type of 
regeneration, without which none can enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

S. The wretchedness of the wicked is plainly de- 
clared in the Old Testament, if nut particularly in the 
law of Moses ; and in several instances it is express- 
ly said to be forever. '* When the wicked spring aS' 
the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed forever "-^^ 
Psalms XC. 7. " And many of them thnt sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to «v«cl«&^v^:i^ 
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life, and some to skamt and everlasi 
Dan Xn. 2. 

4. But were the punishment of t 
onee said to be eternal in the Old ' 
is enough in the New to prove it t( 
sistently with the principles of the 

As the heathen had not the op 
lieving in the true God in Chris 
world, Mr. H. asserts, <*it is then 
cording to Scripture declaration, i 
opportunity of believing in ihe tri; 
Christ, after temporal death had pai 
p. 41. But how does he prove th 
ding to Scripture declaration ?^' ' 
he has produced is, Lam. III. 3 
this proves the point, or has any bi 
cannot conceive. 

If the reader will turni to the pad 
ceive, that a promise is implied, tl 
withstanding the then present disti 
would not cast off their nation for^^ 
have compassion on them, and tha 
pleasure merely in punishuig theo 
tl^er encouragement the prophet a 
34, 36, '* To crush under his feet al 
the earth, to turn aside the right of 
face of the Most High, to subvei 
cause, the Lord approveth not.** 
that as the Lord diaapproveth o 
conduct of their enemies toward: 
might hope in his mercy in times ; 
do these encouraging things, whicj 
to the, Jews in outward distress, rei 
diat the Gentiles, who die in their 



opportunity of ^* believing in the true God in Jesus 
Christ after temporal death ?'' UoweTer, one thing 
is niaHe evident by producing this passage : that Mr. 
H. was much straitened for scriptural support of his 
assertion. Mr. Hutchinson has entirely mistaken 
the sense of these words, ** To turn aside the right 
of a man before the face of the Most High." The 
prophet had 'no reference to God's turning aside the 
right of a man, as Mr. H. appears to understand it} 
but to the conduct of the oppressor, who would do 
it, and that before the face of the Most High, which 
tlie Lord did not approve, but abhorred. 

But should it be a truth, that sinner" after death 
will have opportunity to hear and believe in Christ, 
will it certainly follow, that they will embrace such 
opportunity ? The Scriptures warrant us to believe, 
that if they refuse to hear *' Moses and the proph- 
ets,'* and Christ and his apostles in this life, they 
will not be persuaded, should they have the same 
privilege beyond the grave. Luke XVL 31. 

In p. 39, our author asserts, that ** there were some 
among those Gentile nations ^wicked as the nations 
were) which were really virtuous ; instances of 
which were ''Heraclitus, Socrates, Solon, &dc." 
Of the first of these I know nothing. Socrates, 
doubtless, was amongst the best of them ; but in his 
dying hour he ordered a eock to be sacrifif ed to 
^Si'ulapius, an heathen idol Perhaps this might ap- 
pear to Mr. H. as it does to some othersy as no want 
of virtue ; however it might appear to inspired wri- 
ters,* and to many io our day. '< Solon, this great 
law-giver forbade unnatural lust only to slaves." 
Plato was another virtuous heathen; yet he '*ez- 
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presslv allowed of excessive drinking at the festival 
of Biycchus. and recommends a community of wo- 
men, and advises, that soldiers should not be re- 
strained from sensual indulgence, even the most un- 
natural species of it."* 

* Bishop of Carlisle's leflectioos on tht life nod characttr ef 
llhrisi.^AppeDdts ia StiUmmn on Apostolic preachiqg, p. 6^ 7. 



49 



SECTION Till, 

Mr. H. justly observes, that the "purity, which 
prevailed in the first century, began to be lost in the 
second and third." — " In this century," says he, 
[probably meaning the third,] ^* many advocated the 
doctrine of the restoration of all things, among 
whom was Origen and others." p. 46. 

It is true, that the most pernicious errors over- 
spread the church at that time; and among other 
things Origen advanced the doctrine, ** that the tor- 
ments of the damned will have an end ; and that at 
Christ has been crucified in this world to save man- 
kind, he is to be crucified in the next to save the 
devils.* It seems that as sagacious as Origen was, 
he had not yet learned that there was no devil— no 
hell. Who were the others, that maintained the 
doctrine of universal salvation? Where did Mr. 
H. get his information respecting the many of which 
he speaks ? It would have been a satisfaction, had 
he named his authorities. Doubtless there were 
others, who denied everlasting punishment; hut I 
know of none by name but Origen ; and he 19 no- 
ticed rather as being singular in his belief. 

It seems to have been a gratification to our Apol- 
ogist to find, that for seven or eight hundred years 
after the seventh century, the doctrine for which he 
pleads, was not approved of— r" but eternal misery, 
and that of purgatory were the doctrines of the 

*Mosheim, vol. 1, page 219, 223, 476. A fonner edition. In 
Bacbuf'f repj^ to Wincbefter. 
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church through those dark ages;" and " the doctrine 
of eternal misery was never contradicted," and '< was 
certainly the most firmly established that it ever 
was." And it seems to be a pleasing thought, that 
iniquity should so abound, even more than usual, in 
the ages when Universalism dared not make its ap- 
pearance; as if that doctrine were more favorable 
to morality, than the contrary principle; at least 
less unfavorable to virtue, than is generally supposed* 
Also Mr. H. adds, that his opponents "think, that 
nothing but the doctrine of eternal misery can 
ever reform the people." p. 47. 

I believe Mr. H. is nearly right in supposing, that 
the doctrine he. favors did not prevail to any great 
extent in the ages referred to ; nor was it very ex« 
tensive in any age previous to the seventh century* 
And however the principle of endless misery was 
generally acknowledged in the darkage^, yet it wa»^ 
much weakened by their absolutions and purgatory 
already mentioned ; and had indeed lost all influence 
as to promotuig religion or morality : for it was an^ 
easy thing to escape the threatened future punish- ' 
ment. According to Mr. H.'s own words, ** An ab- 
solution or pardon from the pope, or Irom anjr- 
priest who had the pope's permission. That sprink-. 
ling water in an infant's face by a priest, would give 
him eternal salvation. That when wicked people 
die and go to purgatory, if their friends would hire 
the priest to pray for them, they may be saved, or 
delivered from purgatory." p. 48. I^ow these thinga 
considered, what effect would the doctrine of future 
punishmnet have ? or what need was there of the 
doctrine of universal salvation ? 

I would just remark here, that the purgatory of the 
Papists and that of Mr. U, differ in two plirtiGulars. V^ 
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1. In the former it is only comparstivety small sins, 
thatdo not merit damnation;* but the latter finds no 
sins, great enough te deserve everlasting punishment. 
t. The purgatory of Mr. H. is in this life and in 
death ; but that of the Papist is after death in the fu- 
ture world. 

Another reason may be given why there were no 
more Universalists in the dark ages of popery : be- 
cause tliey were exposed to too much persecution, 
if they avowed their principles. For our author says 
" no one dared to contradict the doctrine of eternal 
misery— 'Unless, he had been willing to be torn to 
pieces by the beast, p. 47. If this statement bQ,correct, 
we don't wonder that there were none of that senti- 
ment, or who avowed the sentiment, in those days, 
for it is to be presumed, that no one would feel the 
principle to be of such infportaace as to avow it at 
BO great hazard. 

Again it would seem, that the Roman Beast bore 
a particular hatred to the doctrine in question ; bat 
that was far from being the case. I know not that 
history furnishes us with any instance of the perse- 
cution of a Universalist by the Papists ; but it is 
certain, that their greatest vengeance was poured 
out upon those who denied purgatory, and main- 
tained the everlasting wretchedness of such as die 
in their sins. i 

Probably none suffered more from the persecu- 
ting hand of papal Rome, than the Waldenses and 
Bohemians: and the fuith of these sufferers was 
nearly the same as what is now called orthodox. 
One article in the Waldeoian creed is expressed as 

* Bock in his Theological Dictionary tays, ** Purgatory is a place 
in which the Just, who depart out oi this life, are supposed to ex- 
piate d^rtain •flbocts, which do not merit eternal damuaiion." 
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follows : " Purgatory is an invention of mev 
they who believe go into eternal life ; they wY 
lieve not into eternal damnation." And a cc 
ponding article in the Bohemian confession 
thus: ^ Souls departing out of bodies are im 
ately either plunged into eternal punishment, 
tain eternal joys."* 

Mr. H. names John (fuss and Jerome of P 
among those who ** declared against the wicke 
of the church*' of Rome, who soon were perse 
to death for their testimony. ** But those,' he 
* were extraordinary men, who were prepare 
this very work, so that the true church might r 
wholly extenninated." p. 48. Now as these 
Bohemians, and their cause zealously defends 
their brethren, they coulcj. not have been Unii 
lists. And further, they openly avowed their 
ciples in opposition to the Pope, which, acco 
to our author, a Universalist would not dare 1 

It has already been noticed, that the prir 
which Mr. H. opposes, had lost all its influence 
erally speak'ng, by their absolutions, purgatory 
it may he added, pilgrimages, ^eal for the Pope 
But the suggestion, that we hold, that nothing bi 
doctrine of eternal misery can reform the pt 
is (i\r from being a correct, or candid state 
Merely that principle, we believe, would answ< 
small purpose, as observation verifies ; but th< 
tern of religion, which embraces that doctrine, 
only religion that will benefit souls ; that will I 
strumental of the conversion of sinners, or < 
reformation of morals in society. Other n 

* Newton's Dias. Vol TI pp. 345,255, 256. In the origii 
count. '* J^on eredtnles caOem in eUtmnaHonem tetermm « 
** In aUrnum • vettigio pttnat mergi," 
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have often been tried, and have as often failed. The 
more enlightened among the heathen have tried 
their philosophy to but little or nu purpose. In vain 
the Jews remonstrate against the sins of their fath- 
ers, and of the present age, while they neglect the 
true gospel of Christ. And can any one point out 
the instance, where the doctrine of Universal salva- 
tion ever effected a permanent reformation ? 

The system, which I am defending, represents sin 
as exceeding sinful; as deserving eternal punish- 
ment; that the heart of man is opposed to God, and 
full of moral evil, and must he renewed, or the soul 
cannot enjoy future happiness; that outward reform 
^ill not.secure salvation ; thai there is a future judg- 
ment, and resurrection of the just and unjust; and 
-eternal rewards of weal or wo in a future world: all 
which is plain in the Scriptures of truth. But leave 
these out of your system, and what carnal mind will 
care much about reformation of heart or life ? Such 
a mutilated system the world will delight to hear, if 
they can but believe it. Smooth things are always 
most acceptable to those who choose the ways of 
death. I appeal to common sense, whether the fear 
of punishment be not calculated to restrain from 
evil; and the greater the punishment, the greater 
will be its probable influence. Otherwise why are 
penalties annexed to laws both human and divine? I 
also appeal to the sacred word for confirmation of this 
point. Czek. XIII. ^^. " With lies ye have made the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made 
Sad; and strengthened the hands ofthejwicked, that he 
shtiuld not retumfram his mcked way by promising 
him life.^* In this passage it is implied, that to prom- 
ise the wicked life, when Jehovah had denounced 
death against them, unless they reformed, was not 
only lying, but it encouraged the wicked to persevere 
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in their iniquilj, with hope of eicaping «t last tfcie 
jusi juilgnieiilB of God. O sinners tako heed liow 
jou allow youTselTeaio be deceived with vain vrordt)' 
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SECTION IX. 

Id page 89 Mr. Hutchinson states the following 
-objection as made against the principle he advo- 
cates: ** You say (says the objection) that when the 
^ord everlasting is set to qualify punishment, as ev- 
erlasting punishment, Uc. it does not mean eternal : 
and if that is the case, how can you prove that the 
liappiness of the righteous is eternal ? or the dura* 
tion of God, or of Christ ? For everlasting is often 
used in Scripture to express the duration of all 
these." 

' His reply to this objection begins with the follow- 
ing extraordinary declaration: '* If there was no 
other word beside everlasting to prove the duration 
of God, or Christ, or the happiness of the saints; 
then it could not be proved by Scripture, that they 
will be eternal, for it is certain that the original 
words from which everlasting is rendered, in both 
Testaments do not mean eternal." 

I take it for granted, that Mr. H. in the former 
part of this singular paragraph, does not so much ob- 
ject against the meaning of the English word ever- 
lasting, as he does to the sense of the original words, 
Tendered everlasting, eternal, and forever. I am 
persuaded that he did not question, that the native 
meaning of everlasting was endless duration; bathe 
thought that the sense of the original- words would 
not warrant such an interpretation. Therefore my 
inquiry will be respecting the signification of amv, 
and Aionios, upon which he chiefly insists. 
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Mr. H., in order to support his declaration re- 
specting the sense of the original words, tells us, 
thiit neither " aion" nor " Aiomoif," " express eter- 
nity or eternal." p. 105. And he adds, ** As it is al- 
lowed that AIONI09 never means eternal, it ought hot 
to have been so rendered " It is readily owned, 
that in many instances the words referred to admit of 
a limited sense, and so do the words everlasting and 
eternal in the English language ; and indeed it would 
be difficult to find any word that does not vary in its 
meaning ; but still it has its primary sense, wHich 19 
always to be followed, unless the sense of the pas- 
8«igeTurbid8 it. I am wholly unacquainted with the 
Hebrew, (as Mr. H. sometimes refers to that) and 
make no preieiisions to the knowledge of Greek;, 
but if Mr. H.'s remarks upon the meaning of aion,. 
and AioNios, are correct, I am astonished at what I 
^nd in my Lexicon, in the Septuagint, and in the 
Greek Testament Nor can 1 account for the egre- 
gious blunders made by our translators in so univer- 
spily rendering these words everlasting, eternal, and- 
forever. 

Schrevelius, in his Lexicon, renders aion by the 
Latin CRVum, as its first sense, which primarily sig- 
nifies eternity, notwithstanding what Mr. H. has 
said to the contrary. " Aiov, says a correspon- 
dent long acquainted with the Greek language, like 
our English word, is made up of two words, aeu 
ever, and on, existing, i. e. ever existing, or ev- 
erlasting; from which is derived the Latin avuntf 
which retains the signification of the Greek from 
which it is derived, viz. eternity, or endless du- 
ration." iVlr. Balfour, a learned Universalist, in his 
inquiry into the meaning of aion, and aionios, p. 
249, acknowledges, " that the wrrd, aion, is com- 
pouaded of aki, always, and ov, b«\u^, vihvcb^ says be, 



57 

is interpreted by Parkhurst and others, al'way* be- 
ing P Mr. Balfour also says, that most Lexicon 
writers assert, that 4ioff, and the adjective aionios, 
are used to express an endless duration of tune, 
though all of them admit that they are also used to 
express a limited period.'* Also according to him, 
Ewing says, aiun signifies duration, . finite or infi- 
nite — an indefinitely long period — hence eternity.'* 
pp. 247, £48. 

Now if AioN does not essentially mean eternal du- 
ration, how can we account for its being so rendered 
by every linguist, excepting a few individuals, who 
have a particular purpose to serve in construing the 
word otherwise ? 

Schrevelius renders AiONios, by tftemii^ ; eternal 
in English. And *' Ewing says, it signifies eternnl." 
And according to Mr. Balfour, Parkhurst gives it 
the same meaning among others. Enquiry, p. S248. 
But as the use of a word is the most certain crite- 
rion of its meaning, let us look for the sense of aion 
and Aiomos, in the Septuagint* and New Testament. 

Gen. III. 32. <*Now lest he (Adam) put forth his 
4iand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and 
live, Eis toci'aiona, forever." Adam had already 
eaten of the forbidden tree, and was under the sen- 
tence of death ; but should he also eat of the tree of 
life, it appears that it would reverse the sentence, 
and he would live — forever? Not according to Mr. 
H. but ** a long time," or '^ to the duration of the 
pges of time."f But he lived a long t^me without 
eating of the tree of life ; even to ages of later times. 

■ » 

* Greek translaiion of the Old Testament, said to be done by 
fiiBventy persons. 

\ pp. 89, 109. . 
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Was all this caution used, lest he should livd a { 
while? and yet after all he lived nearly a thou 
years ! According to Mr. H*s views, there wa 
little ditlf'erence between Adam's dying and liv 
and the passage speaks nothing of consequence 

Deut. XXXII. 40 '' I lift my hand to heaven 
say, 1 live, eis ton aiona, forever." By this so! 
declaration, does the Great Jehovah mean an 
that he should live a great while ? This passage, 
its connection, respects the contrast between 
apd idols ; and surely it would be saying very 1 
especially considering the solemn manner in « 
it was spoken, to say, ** I live a long time !" 

PsUm XC. i. ** Before the mountains were brc 
forth, or ever thou h^dst formed the earth, anc 
world, even, apo too aionos eos tou aiOnos, i 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God." Uer< 
cording to >lr. H/s sense of Aioisos, we must i 
from a long time to a long time thou art God, w 
is too absurd to be admitted by common sense 

Isa. XLV^. 17. ^* Israel shall be saved in the J 
with an aionion, everlasting salvation ;" '* ye 
not be ashamed nor confounded, eos tou aic 
world without end." And chap. LVIl. 1&. " *[ 
taith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth, 
AioNA, eternity." The phrases, world without 
and, inhabiteth eternity, in these passages, Mr 
acknowledges, necessarily imply endless durat 
and undoubtedly the authors of the Septuagint 
dersiood them in the same sejnse, and therefore 
expressed their meaning in both places by aion, 
usual word for eternity. This is full to my purf 
and no further, observations here are necessary. 

D^n, II. 44. '* And in the days of these kings i 
tlie God of heaven setup a kingdonlr which t 




never be destroyed, etis eis tous aionas diafh.- 
traresetAi. It shall break in pieces and consume 
all these kingdoms, and it shall stand, eis tous 
AIONAS, forever." And chap. VII. 14. " His domin- 
ion 18, AioNios, an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass awuy : and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed.*' In these passages, while destruction 
is denounced against other kingdoms, it is declared, 
that the kingdom of the promised Messiah shall not 
pass away nor be destroyed ; but* should stand for- 
ever, and therefore must be eternal ; and as the sev- 
•enty have expressed its continuance by aionas, they 
understood the word to mean endless duration. 

Passing over much that would elucidate the point 
In hand, I shall only observe, that in the 136th Psalm, 
the following expression occurs twenty -six times, 
•* His mercy endureth, eip ton aiona, forever " Does 
the Psalmist mean that the mercy of God would en- 
dure only for a long time ? or without end ? Let 
common sense judge. 

In the New Testament, there are many instances, 
tn which AioN and aionios, necessarily signify end- 
less duration, besides those a|)plied to God and the 
future happiness of the saints. 

John ill. 34. "We have heard out of the law, 
that Christ abid^^lh, eis ton aiona, forever." Our 
precious Saviour had signified to the people that he 
i»bould die on the cross, (v. 3S, 33.) and his enemies 
thought to take advantage of this suggestion, to piove 
that he was not the Messiah, as he professed to be: 
and therefore said to him, we have heard out of the 
laiw, (the Old Testament Scriptures,) that Christ 
abideth forever. They seem to have reasoned thus : 
You pretend to be the Me^ssiah, and yet you tell us 
that you flball die on the cross \ but. ^« \^<^VGk ^^ 
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law, that the Messiah abideth forever— shall never 
die ; how then can you be tha^ Holy One predicted 
by the prophets? It is undeniable, that to abide for- 
ever, is contrasted with the idea of dying, and so the 
Evangelist understood it ; and in that view he has 
made use of the term, aiona, forever. Or shall we 
understand the beloved apostle as meaning to express 
tiimssif thus, "Christ abideth a long time ?" If so, 
how loose, how feeble, how indefinite the sense ! 

2 Cor. IV. 17. " Exceeding and, aionion, eternal 
weight of glory.*' Is the glory that shall be given to 
the saints eternal or no^ 9 If eternal, why should the 
apostle use a word that means only a long time? We 
will not indulge an idea so unlike apostolic wisdom 
and fidelity. 

Again, verse 18th, "7he things which are seen, 
are temporal ; but the things which are Hot seen, are 
eternal." When it is sdid, the things which are seen, 
are temporal, I think I understand the meaning ; but 
when it is added, the things that are not seen, are— 
for a long time—according to Mr. H. I am quite at 
a loss. Mow what important difference, as to con- 
tinuance, is there between the things that are seen^ 
and those that are unseen? 1 have always believed, 
and have thought that every body, who acknowledged 
a future st ite, believed, that unseenr or spiritual things 
were eternal ; but now it seems that the specification 
of their duration is at most but for a long time. In- 
deed, according to iMr. H's rendering of aionia, 
there is no specific difference between things seen 
and unseen, respecting their duration. Both are 
temporal, though the latter may endure much longer 
than the former, even ** for a long time." Unless 
we would deprive the whole sentence of use or sig- 
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nification, aionia, must necessarily be understood to 
mean eternal. 

A4so, chap. V. 1. ** For we know that if our earth- 
ly house of tiiis tabernacle were dissolved, we have 
a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
▲lONioN, eternal in the heavens." The observations 
on the foregoing verses, will in general apply to this. 

The three vierses last noticed, rather baffles the 
skill of Mr< Balfour. He is obliged to own, though 
with apparent unwillingness, that *' the idea of end- 
less duration is included." His words are, "The 
idea conveyed by the word eternal in all'these verses, 
seems to be the stability of the things of that state, 
when compared with those of the present. Though 
the idea of their endless duration is included, yet 
the apostle's object seems to be more their stability 
than their endless duration." p. 268. Does then 
AioNios, denote stability, rather than duration ? Mr. 
B. might with greater propriety, as it respects the 
word in questibij, have said, <* Though the idea of 
their stability is included, yet the apostle's object 
seems to be more their endless duration," However, 
it is some relief to him, that '^ these passages have 
no relatinn to punishment." But how does this help 
him? I thought the object of the enquiry in this and 
the next preceding sections, was, whether aion and 
AiONios convey the idea of endless durfttion. In this 
instance, Mr. B. is obliged to acknowledge that 
▲loNios does. And if it does in one place, it -may in 
another. My object is, to ascertain that the words 
so often mentioned, signify endless duration. This 
oiiject, at least in one instance, I have gained by the 
concession of Mr. Balfour. 

It is worthy of notice how Mr. Balfour slides over 
the sense of Aiomos in these verses. As he was en- 
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gaged' in calling in question the common acceptation 
of the word as signifying eternal ; it was to be ex- 
pected, that he would attempt to show, that in this 
place also the word has a limited meaning as to du- 
ration, as he had with respect to other places. But 
here, while he acknowledges '^tha^ the idea of end- 
less duration is included,*' he contents himself by 
saying, that ^ the apostle's object seems to be more 
the stability of unseen things, than their endless du- 
ration/' And ** as these passages have no relation 
to punishment," he is willing to let them pass with- 
out ** further remarks." 

Passing over many passages, where aion and 
AI0I4I0S must necessarily be understood to mean end- 
less duration, I shall notice but one more ; 1 Pet. I. 
£4, 25. ** All f esh is as grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away ; but the word of the 
Lord endureth, eis ton aiona, forever." 

Here is a comparison between grass and the word 
of the Lord as to enduring. The former withereth 
and falleth away ; but the latter endureth — shall we 
say with Mr. H. for ''along time"? • Shall not the 
word of the Lord continue to everlasting ? Cer- 
tainly.— Why then does the apostle use a word, that 
signifles at most no more than during the ages of j 
time ? Does not Mr. H.'s sense of the word render / 
the coihparispn between grass and the word of the J 
Lord unimportant, and unworthy of an inspired a-» 
postle' ? Whatever may be the native meaning of th« 
word, in this situation it occupies the place of end^ 
less duration* J^ 

But why do I spend so mpch time in searching^ 
the meaning of the words under consideration, m^ 
ibeir canstant application to tht eternal exiBteml 



»f the happiness of the saints, is an indubit* 
nee, that thej are used to express ei>dles8 

Why should the continuance of the divine 
I oi the happiness of the saints, be designs- 
erally by these words, if they do not es- 
signify everlasting ? Are there no Greek 
It decidedly express endless duration? 
ery strange, that the Greek language, that 
iguage, should not afford words which de- 
xpress endless duration ? or if there be 
s. that the 70 and the writers of the New 
t should so seldom, if ever make use of 
I declaring the eternity of Jehovah ! 
ew Testament the words eternal, everlast- 
ir, and forever and ever, occur about 1£3 

in every instance excepting four, unless I 
ire a translation of aion and aionio8.<-« 
hout end, occurs once, Eph. 111.21, and ii 
on of Tou AioNos TON AioNON. And six 
ast, £18 TON AioNA, is rendered never, as 
&&c. Notwithstanding all this, Mr. H. de- 
t it is certain, that the original words from 
rlasting is rendered in both Testaments, do 

eternal — that neither of these, aion and 
ipress eternity or eternal." Now, how 
scount for all this ? Is Mr. H. and 'also 
icter right, and the translation of these 
1 of the passages that contain them wrong? 
i presume, that the former have grossly er- 
ir interpretations; and that our common 
I is correct ? I do not hesitate to prefer 

and AioNios do not express endless dura- 
. words in the Greek ate used for that 
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purpose ? I do not recoWect that either Mr. H. or 
M*- B. has furnished us with any such words. 

But if our author^s declaration respecting the 
words under consideration should prove to be cor- 
rect, then the scriptures are very sparing with respect 
to asserting the endless existence of God, of Christ, 
and of the endless happiness of the saints ! And 
might we not call them in question, as far as Hcripture 
is concerned, as well as the everlasting punishment 
of the wicked ? Should I assert that the apostles 
did not believe in the eternity of these things, how 
would the advocates of Mr. U.'s declaration prove 
the contrary ? The impression is forcible, that our 
Apologist and his. instructers discover a greater wil- 
lingness to yield the everiasting existence of Deity 
and of the happiness of the saints, than to endanger 
their avowed principle of the salvation of all men by 
acknowledging the true import of words. 

Again, if the assertion of Mr. H. is true, that the 
original words from which everlasting is rendered 
in both Testaments do not mean eternal, then it is 
truly surprizing, that nearly half a hundred of the 
most learned men in the worlds apparently pious and 
judicious, who were eminent in the knowledge of 
the original tongues, having every help and conveni- 
ence possible, and taking every step with caution, 
and having a sufficiency of time, should make such 
egregious blunders as to employ the words everlast- 
ing, eternal, and forever, in rendering aion and aion^ 
los in so many instances of the first importance and 
miss the real sense of the original ! It must bi 
through ignorance or dishonesty ; and be it whicl 
may, it is alike pernicious to their readers. 

Upon the whole, if the above assertion is truci 
are reduced to a very lamentable condition respef 
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a guide in religion. Hitherto I have felt myself flafe in 
following, without reserve, the Bible, and our present 
version ; but now it seems by the authority of our 
author, and those from whom he had his information, 
that our translators have grossly perverted the mean- 
ing of several very essential words in the original, 
and words of frequent occurrence. And how shall 
we know, that they have not as grossly departed from 
the real sense of some other important words and 
phrases ? Indeed we have no assurance, that any . 
thing is rendered right. To whom shall we go for 
information ? The writer of the Apology has proved 
himself willing to instruct us into the sense of the 
original, and doubtless Socinians would be willing to 
lend a hand, and some others. But for my own part 
I had rather abide by our present version (though it 
lays no claim to perfection) than to exchange it for 
any, that can be produced in the present age. And 
indeed there are but few, if there be any, who hav» 
no unscriptural tenet to advocate, that find mucl^ fault 
with our translation. 

Our translation of the Bible is not alone in ren» 
dering aicn, and aionios, eternity, and eternal. I 
think it will not be disputed, that the famous Theodo- 
rus Beza was an able critic in the Qreek language, 
and understood the original of the New Testament 
as well as any one at the present time. His Latin 
version of the New Testament is now before me ; 
and he renders the words under consideration, when 
applied to the future happmess of the righteous and 
misery of the wicked as follows : Jude 13. *' To whom 
is reserved the blackness of darkness, t9i attmumt 
to eternity, or forever " Matt. XXV. 41, 46. <« De- 
part from me, ye cursed, in ignem atemunif into ev- 
erlasting fire." '' These ahviVV |<o vnvj ^ uA suyiiXv^viif^ 
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attmuM, int6 eTerlaBting punishment ; 
•ous, ad vitum atemmn into eterna 
man/ olher places. I urn Dol acquai 
Other veraion ; but presume, tilt theco 
•d, ihat generally, il not uuiversill]', tl 
words eesenliallj tbe suae. 







SECTION X. 

ge 101, Mr. Hutchinson states an objection 
his advocated principle, raised from the par- 
:he tares, and that of a net cast into the sea. 
first, Christ says, ^ The field is the world, 
B) the good seed are the children of the king- 
)ut the tares are the children of the wicked, 
smy that sowed them is the devil : the harvest 
id of the world, (aion.) And then describes 
ling, and burning of the tares, or children of 
Led, and also the ingathering of the wheat, or 
I of the kinedom, by the work of angels, or 
gers of Qod. In the other parable, ^* The 
ti of heaven is like unto a net cast into the 
ich gathered of every kind— which when it 
wn to shore— 4hey set down, and gathered the 
to vessels, but cast the bad away, so shall it 
e end of the world, [Aioii] fee." Matt XIII. 

nswer to the objection arising from these par- 
igins thus, '* Now the learned know, for I huve 
it from their writings, and the unlearned may 
red, that when Jesus spake of the end of the 
I both these parables, he meant the end of the 
dispensation, for the Greek word in both par« 
which is rendered world, is aion, which in 
issages of the New Testament book^ is ren- 
,ge, course, or dispensationf and never nieani 
erial world which we inha\>\\. 'ft.>\N ^^ ViT^^3i». 
Hob laeua the material vioiV^Va lAfaivy ^ 
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therefore it occurs ip verse 38, when he meant this 
material world." p. 102. 

By the foregoing quotation it is perceived that Mr. 
H. denies that the end of the world in the above 
parables, means what wo generally understand by it, 
because the word for world is aion, which he says, 
signifies age or dispensation ; therefore the meaning 
must be tlra isnd of the Jewish dispensation. And 
the more so, he thinks, because koshos is used for 
this material world. 

Here I would notice, that h^bmob, is often used in 
the New Testamient for the material world ; but as 
frequently or more ifrequently, for its inhabitants. 
John III. 16, 17, '* God so loved the world, kosmos, 
that he gave his only begotten Son,^' fee. It was the 
inhabiiants'that God loved, and not the matter of the 
world. And J&hn XVII. 23, <' That the world kos- 
mos may know that thon hafst sent me." Perhaps 
OiKouMENBs isias often used for the material worid as 
any word ; but I have not esamined particularly. 

It is not pretended that the two -(Sireek words, kos- 
hos and AioH, mean world in exactly the same sense* 
Koshos, according to Schrevetius originally signi- 
fies an order or law of nature ; and in the second 
place, world, as existing according to that oi^der or 
law. Or Bocordtng to another Lexicon writer, ** Or* 
der> regular disposition." More particularly, 1. 
** Ornament, decoration," fee S. ^ The world, the 
universe." 

The primary sense of AioN, asabeady given, p. 69, 

IB ever existing, •or .eternity, and then world ; and I 

think ^ith reference 'to ^its duration, as time is often, 

measured by the beginning of the world, to the end 

ite woM; 'Stnd from the beginning to the end of th< 

^orJfL The 4if9t and hx^JMSt lA^ea. fi£ "WaAoD il 
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eternity, the next \n the continuance of the world, and 
afterward a shorter space, as an age ; and the age 
may be longer or shorter, as the Jewish age, &&c. 

The writer last referred to renders aion ** time, 
unlimited duration," and by the Latin <* (BVum.** " He 
says, 2d. from the Hebrew, the universe, MunduS"^ 
3d. In conformity to the Jewish mode of speaking 
«n age, period of the world, seculum,** 

That AioN is frequently used in the New Testa* 
inent for the world, age of the world, or the time of 
this world,' is evident from many passages, whatever 
may be objected against it. Luke Jf. 70: "Holy 
prophets which have been ap' aionos, since the wbrld 
began." The same in Acts. HI. <2l. In a like phrase, 
Matt. XXIV. 21, KOSMos is used, which indicates 
that KOSMOS and aiom sometimes mean the same 
thing. " Then shall be. great tribulation, such as was 
not, Ap' ARCHES KOSMOS, sincc the beginning of the 
world." Is there any diiference in the sense of these 
phrases, " since the world began," and since the be- 
pinning of the world? I can perceive none; and 
if there is none, koshos and aion must in these pla- 
ces mean the same thing. Luke XX. 34 — 36. The 
children of this, tou aidnos, world marry, and are 
given in marriage : but they which shall be account- 
ed worthy to obtain that, tou aionos« world and the 
resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage : neither can they die any more ; 
for they are equal unto the angels ; and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the resurrection." 
Here notice, 1. In this world, people marry, but in 
the other they do not. 2* The world to come is after 
the resurrection, and consequently after death. 3. 
They can die no more. They have died oace^ bux 
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now being the children of the resurrection, they can 
die no more. 

Now how can Mr. Balfour interpret these two 
worlds, one the Jewish age, and the other the gos- 
pel age 9 Do not people marry in the gospel age ? 
Do they not die ? and is that age after death and the 
resurrection ? Whatever aion may mean elsewheie, 
in this place it must mean the present and the fu- 
ture worlds, or states of existence. 

The manner in which Mr. Balfour disposes of this 
passage is rather curious. Says he, *< In Luke XX. 
S4, 36, we have this world and that world mention- 
ed, or this age and that age or state. But as it re- 
quires no particulai^ consideration it is unnecessary 
to transcribe it. I would only remark, says he^ 
that AiONOs here cannot mean endless duration or 
forever. It would not do to say the children of this 
forever, marry, and the children of that forever, do 
not marry." p. 311. 
^ Why did not this passage require particular con- 
sideration ? It completely blocks up his way, and 
ought to be removed, or bis idea of age or state 
ought not to be -admitted. His professed object in the 
section where this passage is named, is to consider 
** all the places where aion and aionios arei'endered 
world." But this one, it seems, requires no partic- 
ular consideration," and it was even '* unnecessary 
to transcnbe it." But why not transcribe it, that 
others might read it for themselves ? Would it 
make too much against the views of the writer ? I 
asn not without apprehension, that Mr. B. found it 
diffif;ult to manage. Again he says, that " aiomos 
here cannot mean endless duration." But why this 
cemark ? This is not the object of enquiry. We do 
Mot pretend that io this place it means endless dura- 
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tioD. Our translMora did not understand it in thA 
sense, but they understood it lo menn world, aitd 
S(i have reniJered it, and doubtless in conformii; to 
the meaning of the Haured writer. Therefore Mr. 
B. might hare spared the ridiculous sentenge, with 
whict> he eoncludes his remark; 

Mark X. So. " Heohall receive an hundred fold 
now in this present time'— and in to aioki, the wnrld 
to' come, eternal life." The same in Luke XVIII. 
30. Here, (At* (tnie,and the uorld (o coins, are coo- 
trasled. Now does tKit time, mean the Jewish age 
onl; 1 Is it oiitj in that ago, that those, who forsaka 
all'far Christ, shall receiie an hundred fold P Did 
not our Saviour evidently mean, that those who fol- 
lowed him under the gospel dispensation, while thej 
were in this life, or this world, should receive an 
hundred fold, and in a future state, or world, zuer 
AiONioit, life eternal ? As eternal life is promised 
after thi* time, it must wean more than the age of 
the gospel. 

Mati Xni. 3X. » The care of this world, tw 
. AiOK'iS, choke the word." Does this mean the cares 
of the Jewish age, or the cares of the world general- 
If 1 Worldlj cares are evidenil; intended. 

4 Cor. IV, 5. " In whom the Ood of this xon 
AiOHOS world haih blinded the minds of them that be- 
lieve not." Now should we sa7 the Ood of the Jew- 
ish age, what sense could we make of it t Is Salaii 
the God of the Jewish age onl^ ? If so, be is lone 
before this cast down from his tbfane. Mr. H. 
probably from Mr. Balfour, contends, that KosHOt 
•tands for this material world. Of this world th« 
devil is called a prince. John XII, St — "Now shall 
the prince of this, loD KosMOi;, world be cast out." 
What is the difference between the God aftliKiMAVi 



Gal. 1. 4. <« That he v^f^M^^wwr^^^^ 
present aiovos pohe&ou, evil wQrld." < 
with John XVII. 15 ** 1 pray not, that tho 
take the 111 out of, tou kosmou, the world 
thou shouldst keep them, ek Tor poNERntj, 
evil." That is the evil of the world. In 
8»get AioNOS and kosmou are used in the s: 
the evil of this present state. Let it be ke 
that our opponents allow that kosmou u 
world, and in this case it is conclusive, th 
means the same thing. 

£ph. I. 21. '< Above every name that 
not only in this world, to aioni, but also in 
is to come. Here I would only remark, 
postle was under the gospel dispensatioc 
wrote this, and not properly speaking un4 
isb age, although Jerusalem might not i 
have been destroyed. See remarks on t 

2 Tim. IV. 10 "Demos hath forsakljf 
ing loved this present, aiona, world.'' ! 
of this world^ and not those of the futudf 
the places s are many, where aion nec<^ 
Jia84lM world, or what is equivalent^ 
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KOSMos and aion are used exactly in the same sense ; 
that is, this world. The wisdom of this world, kos- 

We are now prepared to express our full belief, 
that the end of the world in Matt. XHL 39 and 49, 
means what is commonly understood by that phrase, 
the time when this world shall come to an end, as to 
its present order; and Christ shall come a Second 
time to judge the righteous and the wicked. For 1. 
The use ofthe word aion in many places in the N. 
Testament, as I have endeavored to show, will war- 
rant such a sense ofthe passages. 2. Christ and his 
apostles have declared, that such a time wai^oming, 
when he would judge the world, and a separation 
should be made between the righteous and the mck" 
ed. 3. Although these parables were spoken before 
the abolition of the Mosaic law or Jewish age ; yet 
our Lord had respect to the effect ofthe gospel in 
times then future, when various characters bad and 
good would not only hear it, but profess to believe it, 
and to belong to his kingdom. 4. This separation 
of the precious from the vile could not take place, 
till after the Jewish age was ended, and the kmgdom 
of Christ long established in the world ; for the 
church was not for many years so loaded with chris* 
tians in mere name as it was afterwards, and is at the 
present time. Nor can it mean the casting off of the 
Jews, and refusing those, who do not give evidence 
of true piety ; for the parables have respect to such 
as in some sense are already gathered into the '*king- 
dom of heaven.'' 

I have only to add, that as almost every word in 
any language has various significations, so the only 
way to nod its proper meaning, when it occurs, is by 
Its situation and connection mv\\ Q>Xi^t '«^\^% 'vsi^ 
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leniences where aion and Aionios are used, l| 
tb»t the highest sense of these words is ever 
eternity, or eternal. And that a secondary 
AION is world, or the time of the world's ej 
I therefore request, that my remarks may 
with care, and again and again, if it should b 
sary ; for much depends upon the sense 
words. 
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SECTION XI. 

The author of the Apology has adopted, perhaps 
from Mr. Balfour, the ideas that there is no devii but 
8ni, and no hetl but the state of the dead.* His no- 
tions of- the resurrection destroy the doctrine as 
taught in the Scriptures. Also he denies a future 
judgment, and what we call the second coming of 
Christ.* 

My observations on these particulars will be short; 
and hut little more than to transcribe » few passages 
of many that are in the Bible, which will sufficiently 
show the glaring inconsistency of his fancies with 
the words of truth. 

1. The devil, who is designated by various names, 
is always considered in the Scriptures as a real 
being ; and as the sacred writings have a great deal 
to say 'about holy angels, which have much concern 
with the affairs of the world ; and as we know tiiat 
there are fallen men, why not fallen angels? And no 
reason can be given, why there should not l)e differ- 
ent grades among anj^els, as well as among other 
creatures. And since the words of inspiration abun- 
dantly testify, that there are evil invisible beings, and 
a chief among them ; our belief in their existence is 

* Mr. Hutchinson*^ words are, ** that the word Helh which is from 
the Greek, Heidest signifies the state of the dead." He dues not tell 
us directly, what he means by the state of the dead ; but as he re- 
presents it as ** a hidden, unknown, conceaJcd and in<.>.nstble state 
of nonexistence,*' I am obliged to ooderstand, that he means the 
fTV99^ p. 62 * 

t pp. 67, 78, 63, 6i, 65, 7Q. 
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j^e bare assertion of Mr. Hutchinson^ 

fe labored production of Mr. Balfour. 

lion, "What was it that deceived Eve ?' 

jps, <<Lust or desire in Eve."* Now 

[desire teinpt Christ and take him from 

^s to the pinnacle of the temple, and 

/E. to a high mountain ? With what pro- 

/ Christ say, << Depart from me, ye cursed^ 

ffing fire, prepared for lust or desire and 

r^ Our Lord said to the hypocritical 

Mire of your father the devil," Sue. Now 

to understand it, you are of your father 

the lust of your father ye will do ! And 

Id it do to read, " He that committeth sin is 

or lust sinneth from the beginning" ? 1 Jobs 

less there are many things superstitiouslj 
to the devil ; yet the Scriptures will warrant 
lieve, that he is a creature of higher grade 
n, and can exert an influence on the human 
(nd by the agency of his legions can spread 
IOU9 and deadly effect through the world, 
ievil we are to understand only hist or desirO| 
Scriptures can be of but littJe use to us, and 
dence can be put in what they literally say, 
'e have Mr. Balfour at hand, or some onej 
skilled, to give us the meaning, 
il means nothing but lust, then. Christ maj 
)tbing but the light of conscience in the hi 
[id to counteract sinful propensities, and i| 
to holiness. It may be said in reply to tl 
-ist actually appeared on earth, and was se< 
nd felt. To this it may be answered, ths 

ry,p.27. 
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man might b^ called Christ as Peter was called sa- 
tan ; but if the principal adversary or devil was lust, 
the principal Christ may be its opposite, or a moni- 
tor against it. 

£. As to hell, it is freely granted, nor are we in- 
debted to Mr. H. nor Mr. Bulfour for the informa- 
tion, that the word often in the Old Testament and 
sometimes in the New, signifies the state of the dead. 
As in Psahn XVI. 10, '•Thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine holy One to see 
corruption." The same is quoted by Peter, in Acts 
II. £7. But the following passages put the question 
beyond all doubt, that liell in the New Testament 
generally represents the suffering state of the wicked 
^fier the death of the body. Mart. V 22. " Whoso- 
ever shall say, thou fool, sh^ll be in danger of hell 
tire." Mark IX 45, 46, ** It is better for thee to 
enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast 
' into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched, 
where their worm dieth not, and the fire is nut quench- 
ed " Luke XVI. 25, <* In hell he lifted up his eyes 
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried, and said. 
Father Abraham, have mercy on me ; and send Laz- 
arus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this 
flame." Now what sense can we make of unquench- 
able fire, and their worm di^th not, and torments, in 
the grave where all is silence, darkness, and death ? 

But should.it be allowed, that in the Bible, hell 
never means a state of n.isery after death, it would 
not materially affect the principal I am defending ; 
for there is other evidence in that divine book suSi- 
cient to establish the point beyond the power of rea« 
Sonable contradictioQ, 

10» 
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9, Mr. Hutchinson's ideas of the resurrection are 
so niystioal, intricate, deep, or something else, that it 
is not easy fully to understand him ; but so much is 
plain, that a great part of the resurrection is already 
past. His words are, '< As soon as he ((/hrist) rose, 
many dead bodies of the saints which slept, arose. 
Matt. XXVII. 62, 59— but not all of them. But at 
his second, or spiritual coming, which was not long 
after, A. D. 70, which he prophesied of, and which 
the apostles in their epistles prophesied of, and often 
mentioned as an event which they were looking for. 
At that time, I say, when he came in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory, then ail those 
who were dead, and in literal graves, rose into an im- 
mortal state, before the christians who were literally 
alive felt the sweet coming of their Lord, and the 
christians felt the change immediately after : this is 
plainly declared by St. Paul, 1 Cor. XV. 61, 52. 1 
The8.IV. 14-17." p. 68,64. He allows, indeed, 
that all, who die after the time just described, shall 
be raised from the dead, but in a strange manner ; 
and he denies any general resurrection after that 
which is past. *^I calculate" says he, ''that as soon as 
aiy man dies now under the reign of Christ, his re- 
surrection to immortality immediately begins by the 
same power," that raised the other. And I cannot 
see that Holy Scripture has prophesied of any par- 
ticular future time when we may expect a resurrec- 
tion of all the dead." p. 65. 

Upon the foregoing I observe, that the apostle 
Paul considers those as erring from the truth, who 
said, <* that the resurrection was past already," and 
he ranks the saying with profane babbling, and with 
words, that wiU sat as doth a canker." 2 Tim, II, 16 
— 1«. 
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4. Mr. Hutchinson asserts, that from certain pas- 
sages, '* it will appear plainly to be seen, that the time 
of Christ's reign (yvbicb is now) is the day of judg- 
ment/' p. 54. Again. ** It must be obvious to every 
candid reader that the day of Judohent, so often 
mentioned in Scripture, is the time of the kingdom, 
or reign, of Christ, and that those passages of Scrip- 
ture which have generally been understood to mean 
a certain day of Jvdbment, at the end of time, allu- 
ded to the time of which I have been speaking, viz. 
The beginning of the reign of Christ, which is now 
in being." p. 60. The passages he refers to are, Isa. 
XL S^4, and XLII. 1 — i, and others, p. 54, 60. The 
opinion here advanced, I apprehend, is from the effort 
of Mr. H.'s own mind, fo I am surprised, that a person 
by no means deficient iu natural abilities, and proba- 
bly familiar with his Bible, should so far depart from 
the appearance of reason. I hesitate to believe, that 
the principle will have much weight with thinking 
people ; yet to impress the mind of the reader with a 
sense of the awful solemnities of that day, I will call 
his attention to a few words of inspiration. I shall 
first refer to the 25th chapter of Matthew, from the 
Slst verse to tne end, which is too long to transcribe. 
Again Matt. XII. 36, ^ Every idle word that men shall 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
Judgment." Acts XVII. 31, " He hath appointed a 
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom be hath ordained. " Heb. 
IX. 27. '* As it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment ; so Christ was once of- 
fered to bear the sins of many ; and unto them that 
look for him shall he appear the second time, with- 
out Sin, unto salvation." £ Pet. II. 9, << The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver tke godly out of temptations, 



and to reserve ibe unjust unto the Aay of judgment lo 
be punished." 

From the foregoing scriptures, und many others, 
it appears, that there is » time appointed when God 
will judge the world by Jesus Christ, that this will be 
after death, that all shall give account to God, and 
that the wickeit sball be punished according to their 
crimes; aitd also that then Christ shall appear a se- 
cond time according lo many other passages. Acts 
1. II. Matt. XXV. 31. 

Mr. Hutchinson asserts, that Jesus did not die— to 
save man from the due reward of his deeds, but he 
died — to destroy sin, so to bring main's rebellion M 
an end, that man may no more deserve to be punished', 
but he did not die to save man from being punished 
as much as he deserves." p. 198. Now if Jesus "did 
not die to save man from being punished M much aE 
hn deservoB," what can be the meaning of the prophet 
in such expressions as the following ? Surely he 
bath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows— he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon (lira ; and with his stripes we are healed." Isa, 
XiIII. 4. R. And what could Paul mean by saying, 
" Feed (he church of God, which he hath pure has^ 
with his own blood, — in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of lius." 
And especially the following, ■' Christ hnth redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us." Acts XX. as Col. i. 14. Gal. III. 13. 

Is not a being redeemed from the curse of the law, 
a release from the punishment, which was justly due 
from the law 1 Bui Paul tells us, that ihls was effected 
by Christ's " being made a curse for us." There 
are jaoamerabie pisasges to the suue imitort. And 



indeed the whole drift of the Old Testament and the 
New, is to direct to Christ for salvation from the pun- 
ishment which oiir sins so justly deserve. Is it not 
mysterious, that Mr. H. should venture such an asser- 
tion, so directly in opposition to the very essence of 
the good news of the gospel, which he affects so highly 
to extol 1 And is it not strange, that his admirers 
can relish such daring contradiction to what God has 
revealed as the only foundation of the believer's hope 
of deliverance ^ from the wrath to cornel" 1 Tbes. 
L 10. 

It is freely owned, that Christ died to save hit 
people from their sins— from the power and influ- 
ence of sin, as well as from the penalty ; for with* 
out holiness no man shall see the I^ord^ But how 
does he save from sin by his death? iMr. H. no 
where tells us. However, Paul and others are more 
obliging in that respect Paul tells us, that it is **by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
poly Ghost''-»and<< purifying their heansby faith," 
id '* through sanctification and belief of the truth."* 
le apostle Peter said to his brethren, '* Ye have 
^rifled your souls in obeying the truth through the 
»irit." The truth is. that Christ by his death, has 
med a way, that God ''might be just, and the justi* 
of him which believeth in Jesus:" and the Holy 
Irit is given for their regeneration and sanctifica- 
i.f Now where does Mr. H. tell us any thing 
lit regeneration, or sanctification of the Spirit ? 
\e, wiih forgiveness, as far as I have observed, 

\(t out of his creed. 

« 

m. 5. Acts XV. 9. 2 Tb8f. IL 13. 
Rom. IIL 24—26. Acts II. S3, and V. 31. 



SECTION XII. 

The pftrrersion ai>d niisappliuarion of Scriptures 
in The Ap'ilugy are such, and in so many instanues, 
. thai 11 would tiike a volume to correcl them all ; and 
the; are so scattered ihrough 'he nork, that it is dif- 
ficult to aelect those thai are the moat neceesarj to 
be noticed. However, 1 shall attempt a little towardt 
it, by ohserfing, 

I. That literal passages are so construed, as to 
give them a flgurailve meaning. As John V. 2S, id, 
" For the hour is coming, in the which all thai are 
in the graves shall hear his voice, ani shall come 
forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrec- 
tion oflife ; and tbey that have done evil, unto tile 
resurrection of damnation." "This," says our au- 
thor, " is figurative language." p. US. But why so ? 
'Hiere is no evidence of it ; aud we are not to un- 
derstand eny thing liguratively, without a necessity 
arising from the nature and connection of the sub- 
ject. Our Saviour had just said to the people in 
figurative language, "The hour is coming, aiid now 
is, when the deail shall hear the voice of ihe Sou of 
God; and iliey that hear shall live," r. 35. The 
meaning is, that such as were de^d in tresspasses 
and sins, were, and should be, qulcketicd by the word 
and Spirit of Christ, and should live a spiritual lif^ ■ 
as in verse 34ih. As his heniers might wonder at 
what he had said, headds, " Marvel not at this," for 
something equally surprising and interesting should 
be iiierally accomplisliBd by his all-^werful word : 
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the time was coining, '*wben all that are in their 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth." 
Here let it be noticed, that in the Ubih ?«rse, it is 
said the hour is coming, and now is, in the present 
time. But the dead were not then literally raised to 
life ; but some of the spiritually dead were raised to 
spiritual life, and multitudes should be afterwards. 
But in the !^8ih and 29th verses, the subject is alto- 
gether future ; *^ the hour is coming P Again, in the 
former verse, all that hear shall live, without excep- 
tion ; but in the latter, although all should come forth 
out of their graves literally, yet only the good shall 
be raised to life, but the others to damnation. 

Mr. U. qnotes 1 Cor. XV. i^, tu (prove that all 
shall be made new creatures in Christ, p. 74. Now 
let the reader turn to this passage and its connection, 
and he will at once see, that the apostle meant noth- 
ing more or less than the literal death of the body, 
and the literal resurrection of the same.* 

£. Figurative passages are understood literally. 
As Isa. XLV. 17, £5, <* Israel shall be saved in th^ 
Lord with an everlasting salvation ; In the liord shall 
all the seed of Israel be justified and shall glory.'' 
Rom. XI. £6, ** And so all Israe^ shall be saved," 
&LC. p. 45. Jer. XXXI. 31, **I will make a new cov- 
enant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 
Judah." In dll these places not literal Israel, but 
spiritual Israel is intended. For in the new cove- 
nant, *' They. are not all Israel which are of Israel. 
Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham-, are 
they all children ; but in Isaac shall thy seed be call- 
ed ; that is, they which are the children oi the flesh, 
these are not the cbildren of God ; but the children 

♦ See also Dan. XH. 5. 2 Cor« V. 1©. 2 Thes. I. 6— 10^ aud. 
others. 
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df tfaepromiBe ire couiKed for the seed." And "he 
is not a Jew wbicb is ooe ouiwardly ; but be is a Jev 
which is one inwardly, whose praise ia not of men 
but of God." Rora. II. S8, 29, and IX. 6—8. 

3. Man; tests are applied to all the w'>rld, wbicb 
belong to auoh onl; as are believers in Christ. Jer. 
XXXJ. 34, " The; shall all know me, from the least 
of them onto the ereuest of them, saith the Lobd." 
John VI. 46, "They shall be til tajght of God." 
Oal. in. 13, " Christ hath redeeraeil us from the 
curse of Ihe taw," kc, p. 75.* All these passages, 
Ur. H. if I ttnderfiliind Lint, applies to mankind gon- 
etally, saint and sinner; but it is only the believer 
that knows ^e Lord, that is redeemed from the 
curse, that obeys from the heart the doctrine of the 
gospel, and shall enjoy the glorious liberty of ibe 
children of God, snd the things Ood haih prepared 
for Ibem that lore him ; as is evident from the jtas- 
Sages themselves and their connection. 

4. Many passages which speak of the way ol sal- 
vation as opened to all men through faith in Christ, 
are considered in the Apology as implying, that all 
will certainly be saved. S Cor. V. 14, 1&, " We thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead." 
" That is, says Mr. H. alt dead to sin." p. 68. Bttt 
did he believe ihni all were dead to sin, when it is so 
apparent, that the greater part of mankind are alive 
to sin, and vtry lively in ii T I coiifess it is difficult 
reasoning with a person, who will assert tilings so 
apparently ponlrarjto facts, and to the general lan- 
guage of scripture. The apostle's argument is, thst 
as Christ died for all, in the sense, that " whosoever 
betieveth in him, should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life ;" so It might be inferred, (bat all were 

•Simalio Mom. VI. IT, and VDL 30, 3t. . tCor.ILR. p.Ei,SK 
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dead — in a perishiDg condition, or iheir salvation 
. would not need the death of Christ. The apostle 
adds, " he died Tur all, that tkey ichich live, should 
not lienceftirth live unto themselves, but unto him 
vho died for them." It appears, that nolwithaland- 
ing all were deed in trespasses and sins, jet some 
should live, and live lo Christ. And the verj sen- 
tence, Iftey whiEktive, necessarily implies, that only 
a part would live. Hence if anj man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature. Are the whole world new 
creatures ? If not, then the; are not in Christ, in the 
sense of the apostle 

One more passage must be particularly noticed. 
Kom. V. IS, " As by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even so by 
-the rig;hteousneB8 of one, the free gift oanft|>upon sit 
men uitto justification of life." p. T2^^he free 
gift, which comes upon all men unt^ustification 
of life, comes upon all men in the preaching of 
the gospeL So "the grace of Oott that bring- 
eth salvation, hath appeared to all men." Tit. II. II. 
Hath appeared in the preaching of the gospel, and 
written word, and no other way. And in this sense, 
"all flesh shall see the salvation of God." Accord- 
ing to this the commission given to the apostjes, 
was, "go preach the gospel to every crealurejUU^ 

S. The glorious predictions of the oniversnl spread 
of the gospel in the latter day, are used by Mr. H. 
to make out. that every individual of the children of 
men will finally be saved. This I have already no- 
ticed, to which I refer (he reader. 

e. Our author produces promises made to the 
righteous, but omits the threatenings connected with 

■SHLnkalL 10,11. Acu XQL SS, 33. Bom. XV.S.S. p.ll. 
11 



them; as I have already observed, with respect to 
Psalm II. 9—11, and Isa. XLV. 23, S4. in pp.28— 
34, which see. 

In page 87, Mr. H. says, "I was cast down, I was 
in affliction, I suffered much terror and dread, be- 
cause I thought, that the Almighty would remember 
our sins eternally against us, if we died in them, and 
that he would contend forever, and be alurays wroth : 
many a time, finding my unfaithfulness to be so great, 
and my faults so many, I awfully feared that 1 and 
many other Gentiles must finally have to endure the 
terrible flames of his wrath to an endless world. 
But he has caused me to understand and believe bis 
declarations in the gospel testimony;" which, ac- 
cordingly him, is salvation for all men. This apps*' 
rpotly fili^ his heart with gladness; and he ex- 
presses hifflbelf on the occasion in strains of great 

joy- 

Upon the above, I would ly^^Epark, 1. That Mr. H* 
appears to have been under some considerable anx- 
iety about the salvation of his soul, t. It does not 
appear that he found any relief to his mind arising 
from a view of the excellency of the character of 
God in Christ, asi(le from universalism ; or that he 
ti^impbtainedan evidence, that his sms were forgiven. 
379k he found relief only in the belief that all man- 
kind should be saved, it reminds me' of what I have 
often thought, that many embrace the doctrine of 
universal salvation, because it presents to them a 
hope of escaping future punishment without regen- 
eration or true faith in Christ. 4. Many in full! be- 
lief of that doctrine, which gave Mr. H. so much 
distress, have had at the same time unspeak-nble sat- 
isfaction in the Lord, and have enjoyed a sealing 
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evidence, that their sins were forgiven, and of their 
safety in Christ ; while at the same time they deeply 
lamented the state of such as were yet in their sins. 
And this anxiety for sinners, has induced^ them to 
striiv by earnest prayer, and holy lives, for their sal- 
vation. '* We speak that we do know, and testify 
that we have seen." 

•4 brief statement of the principal scriptural ar- 
guments, by which the solemn doctrine of everlasting 
punishment is estalished. 

It appears by what I have already written, that Mr. 
Hutchinson, with others, has laid his axe at the root 
of all our arguments in favor of the endless punish- 
ment of the wicked ; and has hewn down with migh* 
ly strokes, our ideas of the resurrection of Christ's 
second coming, and of a future judgment. And with 
a strong arm he has anihilated hell, destroyed the 
very being of the devil, and has robbed Us of the use 
of several scriptural words, that are very important 
in our cause* And what have we left ? Only the 
bare simp* language of scripture, and that in a trans- 
lation! But for the present with this we are well 
satisfied ; for though the gospel is foolishness in the 
estimation of worldly wisdom ; yet we are not asham- 
ed of it; for it is *' mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down of strong holds. 

I hope it appears by what has already been said, 
that it is safe to trust our version of the sacred Scrip- 
tures ; and that the great articles just named as over- 
thrown by our antagonists remain unshaken. 

It is not enough however to show, that Mr. Hut- 
chinson's arguments fail of estabishing his doctrine 
of ^* Universal Uecoiiciliation," as he calls it ; but it 
19 needful that we prove positively from the ^Ciitvv 



lures, that ihoie who die in their sins, will perish for- 
ever. This is whntl nm nnw about to uoderlalie -, 
and am content to rest the whole cause on the fol' 
] owing ihinga. 

1. Nothing can be more conclusive from reason, 
or from Scripture, than that a person uiUBt be bom 
again to enler inlo.the kingdom of God. That all 
mankind are sinful in ilie temper of mind is appar- 
ent from observation on our own heitrls, on the gen- 
eral conduct of olherB, and especially from the testi- 
mony of the word of God. "The carnal mind i« 
enmii]' against God. The friendship o( the world ia 
euiniQ' wiih.God. I know jou that ye have not the 
love of God in jou."— Rom. VllL 7. James IV. 
4. John V. 43. Now if the heart be opposed to 
God, if it ilo nut delight in his character, und in spir- 
itual things, how can the person possessing such a 
hear! be happy in his presence in a future Stale with- 
out a change of disposition or temper uf mind ?~- 
The un regenerate person knows by actual experience 
thai he is not essentially delighted with ^e solemn 
truths of the Bible, oor with truly spirltudFconversa- 
tion. Now if these things mdite him restless and 
unco mlbrf able here, how can (hey ni«ke him bappj 
hereafter, in that world where truth will appear in its 
native lustre and glory ? Our tempers since the 
fall are such as naturally to render us unhappy, even 
in this wot Id, where rhey are by various means much 
restrained, and where many blessings are enjoyed ; 
but much greater will be their tumieui when burning 
to their full height, and when we are denied even the 
least gratification. It is evident (hen, that as long as 
our present disposition lunards God aud holiness 
remains, we must be uiiliii|ipy heie as facts prove, 
.«nd miserable ill a future state. Add to this a cou- 
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dciou^ness of our own guilt, and of the displeasure 
of God afi;ainst us for sin, whose eye we cannot es- 
cape, and what will remain necessary to make us 
completely miserable ? Hence arises the absolute 
need of a renovation of mind in order to enjoy the 
kindom of heaven; Of this the Scriptures abun- 
dantly speak. 

In the Old Testament, though generally dark com- 
pared with the New, the doctrine of regeneration is 
plainly taught, and its necessity urged. £zek. XVIIf. 
81, "Cast away from you all your transgressions 
whereby ye have transgressed, and make you a new 
heart and a new spint ; for why will ye die, O house 
of^israel !" This necessarily implies that without a 
new heart, they must die ; and something more than 
the death of the body must be meant, as a new heart 
does not save from temporal death. 

Chapter XXXVI. 25, 27, " Then will I sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all 
your filth ihess, and from all your idols,I will cleanse 
you. w2 new heart also will I give yon, and a new 
spirit willl put within yoUf and I will take away the 
stony heart out ofyourfiesh, and I will give you an 
heart of Jlesh. And I will put my spirit within you, 
and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments and do them." 

Of the many passages in the New Testament that 
urge the nature and indispensable necpssity of regen- 
eration, I shall transcribe but few. John III. 3, 5, 7, 
'< Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, except a man be bom again he can- 
not see the kingdom of God. Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, except a man be bom of water and of the 
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.^* 
Marvel not that I said unto thee^ 1$^ must ii^ V^^t%^ 

11» 
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g^avL** Tbeae are the words of the great SaTioar, 
spoken in a very solemn manner, and need no com- 
ment. 

The Aposde Paul uses the same language.-^Gal. 
VI. 15, " In Christ Jesus neither tircumcision a- 
vaileth any thing, nor uncircumcisjon, but a new 
creature,^ Tit IIL6, ** Not hy works oi righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to his mer- 
cy, he hath saved us, by the uHuhing of regeneration 
imd renewing of the Holy Ghost" rronk the fore- 
going quotations it is certain, that without a change 
o( heart the suiner cannot be saved. 

2. This change is spoken of as taking place in this 
world without a hint of the sinner's being renewed 
after death. The evangelist John observes, that the 
Jews as a nation, did not receive the Si^aviour, but 
some individuals did, and embraced him as the 
promised Messiah, and then adds, '^ To them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on bis name : which were 60711, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, butofGod, Here it is tu be noticed, that some 
received Christ while others received him not.<— 
Those who received him, were such as believed on 
him, and were born of God : all in the present life; 
for it is expressed in the past time, and not in the 
future. 

The Apostle Peter, in bis first epistle, addresses 
his brethren, as having " purilied their souls in obey- 
ing the truth— -being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which hveth and abideth forever." — 1 Pet. 1. 2£, 23. 
This was evidentlyia change and experience, which 
had already taken place. Paul to the Corinthians 
says, "if a man be in Christ he is a new creature; 
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aid things ar« pnaei airay, behold all things are be- 
come new." — S Cor. V. 17, This caanot be applied 
to all the norM, for these new creatures are distia- 
{(uished from the rest of mankind ; and it is evfdeot 
from the conduct of the generality of men, that they' 
are not net* creatures, are not renewed in the spirit 
of [heir minds, but are yet in their sins. 

If it be the purpose ofGod, that the hearts of those 
who die in their sins, shall be renewed aAer death, 
surely we BhalJ find it somewhere in bis word. But 
where is it found ? No where. After a careful read- 
ing of the Scriptnres nesrlj half a centry, I have not 
seen a hint of it. And I do not recollect, that any 
one to my knoweledge has ever ^tempted to prove 
it from the Bible ; even if they have dared to sug- 
gest it. Mr, H. indRcd asserts, ■' thai as the heathen 
who liTed before Christ, had not an opportunity of 
believing in the true Ood and Jesus Christ in the 
present world, they had an opportunity of believing 
after temporal death had passed upon them."— p. 41, . 
But he does not aBSert.nor intimate, as I perceive, that 
a change of heart had or would lake place in them af- 
ter death. But as adistinction between saint and sin- 
ner is continually kept up in the Scriptures, in this 
world, at the judgment, and in eternity ; it is awful 
presumption to suppose, that this distinction will 
ever be done away excepting with respect to such in- 
dividuals, as actually repent and believe ; or in oth- 
er words, are borti again in this world. 

3. The proinises of salvation, or of that which 
implies salvation, are always made lo him that re- 
pents and believes. Sec. by which the character is 
distinguished from the men of this world. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved. By him all 
that believe ate justified from all things. Believe on 



the Lard JesuB Ghrial, and thou shall be saved. Be 
that heareth nty word, and beliR«B(h on him that sent 
me, hath everlaBting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation ; but is passed from death to life."*— 
Now if there were nothing else to proTe the e*er- 
lasting separation of all, who die iu their sins, fram 
the enjojment of heaven, ihit would do it ; for if all 
the promises and encouragements of eternal life sre 
made to characters of one description only, by neces- 
sary implication all others are excluded. 

4. The constant denunciation of jadginent to the 
tricked, while a far belter porliou is allotted to the 
righteous, is accounted for only on the gronnd of, 
the linal overthrow of (he eneoiies ol Uod, and the 
everlasting happiness i>f his friends, " Say ye to the 
righteous, ihai it shall be well with him ; for thev 
shall eat the fruit uf their doings. Woe 
wicked! it shall be ill with him ; for the r 
his, hands shall be giveu him. There is no peacf 
saiih my God lo the wicked. Behold all ye thai 
kindle a tin, that compass yourselves about i 
■parks; walk in tlie light of yuur lire, and in 
sparks titatye have kiiidled. This shall ve have i 
my baud, ye shall lie down in snrrowf. Now if O^ 
pronounces woe to the wii'ked,iind there ie 
to them, but they shall lie down in surr 
prospect of eternal life have they after death t 

Of the righteous it is said, " 'i'he rbnsnmed off 
Lord shall return, and tniiie to ZJon willi songs ■ 
everlasting joy upon ilieir heads. Tbey ghiill ohf 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall'l 
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away."* It would be tedious to transcribe all the pas- 
sages that express the different portions of the righ- 
teous and the wicked, but several more may be ne- 
cessary. '* He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he^hat believeth not shall be damned. 
Whosoever l^elieveth on him should not perish ; but 
have everlasting life. All that are in their graves 
shall hear his voice, and come forth ; they that have 
doue good unto the resurrection of life, and they 
that have ddne evil unto the resurrection of damna-* 
tion. The preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish, foolishness; but unto us which are saved it i^ 
the power of God. We are unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ, in them that, are saved, and in them that 
perish. To the one we are the savour of death un- 
to death ; and to the other the savour of life unto 

life"t 

In the above passages some of the children of men 
are supposed to perish, while others are saved. And 
how shall we account for this distinction, if the righ- 
teous and the wicked are to be alike happy in a future 
world? 

6. There are in the scriptures many threatenings 
of endless punishment to the wicked, and other pas* 
sages which necessarily imply the same thing, though 
the words eternal, everlasting, Uc, are omitted.— 
''Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt,*^ Dan. XII. 2.-— 
** He that shall blaspheme agamst the Holy Ghost, 
hath never forgiveness ; but is in danger of eternal 
damnations Mark III.r29. See Matt. XII. 3£.-~ 

*Isaiah XXXV. 10. 

fHark XVI. 16. JohB OL IS. and V. S8,'29. 1 Gor. I. 18. 3 
Oor. n. 15. 
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** Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. These shall 
go away into everlaating punishment ; but the righ- 
teous into life eternal." Matt. XXV. 41, 46. «• The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flHniing fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punish- 
ed with evethating destruction horn the presence 
of the Lord, ^and the glory of bis power." £ Thes. 
I. 8, 9. 

" It is better for thee to enter into life mained, than 
having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that 
never shall he quenched ; where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched,''* Mark IX. 43, 44. — 
''Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his 
gamer; but the chaff he will burn yf\th fire unquen- 
chahley Father Abraham, have mercy on me; 
and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his fin- 
ger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormen- 
ted in this flame. But Abraham said, son, remem- 
ber, that thou in thy life time receivedst thy good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things ; but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. And besides 
all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fix- 
ed-^'Bo that thej^ which would pass from hence :o 
you carmot ; neither can they p^ss to us, that woul(f 
come from thence." Luke ill. 17. and XVI. 24 — 
26. << He that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life ; hut the wrath of God ahideth on him,^^ John 
III 36. Nothing can be more conclusive, than this 
last passage; for if the unbeliever shall not see life 
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but the wrath of Ood ^bideth on him, how is itpossi^ 
ble, that he should be saved? 

6. The anxiety of our Saviour, and of the apostle 
Paul, and other holy men for the Salvation of sin- 
ners, cannot be accounted for upon the ground of 
universal salvation. The heart of Christ was moved 
with compassion toward the sinful Jews. He lamen- 
ted over them in the following moving language :— - 
''O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou thatkillest the proph- 
ets, && stonest them which are sent unto thee; how of- 
ten would I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not !" Matt. XXIII. 57. And while 
agonizing on the cross, he was not unmidful of the 
wickedness and miserable condition of his cruel per- 
secutors; and with his dying words poured out this 
prayer, " Father forgive them ; for they know not 
what they do !" Luke XXIII. 34. Now was it a 
^iew of temporal calamities, merely, which were a- 
bout coming on them, that so deeply aifected his 
merciful heart ? Surely not. For could he have 
foreseen, like our Universalists, that although their 
sufferings would be severe, yet they would be short, 
and the objects of his pity would immediately after 
death enter into unspeakable joy, it would have great- 
ly abated his sorrow. He foresaw the bitter and 
cruel sufferings of his people, and warned them of 
their approaching troubles ; but never laments over 
them as he did over the wicked. He foretold them, 
th»t many of them must suffer death, as many actu- 
ally have, and most cruel deaths too ; but instead of 
weeping over them he exhorts them to rejoice, for 
great should be their reward in heaven. Why was 
he so unmoved at the sufferings of his people, and at 
the same time pained for his adversaries? Had he 
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not as much tenderness towards fais friends, who 
were willing to suffer every thing for his sake, as he 
had for his enemies ? Certainly he had. They ar^ 
to him as the apple of his eye. Yet instead of weep- 
ing over them he encourages them to bear with pa- 
tience the greatest trials, and to rejoice in them on 
the consideration that great is their reward in hea- 
ven. Now if the ungodly were entitled to the same 
reward of eternal life with the righteous, why did he 
not encourage them with the same consoling prom- 
ises ? It is sufficiently evident, that while he antici- 
pated immortal glory for his people hfe vieviied the 
world as sunken in sin and everlasting wretchedness. 
The same spirit and views influenced Stephen to 
beg forgiveness for his enemies, while they were 
stoning him to death. In like manner Paul, who was 
once a bitter persecutor, could afterwards look upon 
his own sufierings, and those of his christian breth- 
ren, with Exultation, rather than with emotions of 
grief. But when he took a view of the condition of 
those, who were yet in their sins, he lacked words to 
express the sorrow of his heart. *^ I say the truth in 
Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me wit- 
ness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness 
and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish 
chat myself were accursed from Christ, lor niy>breth- 
'.en, my kinsmen according to the flesh." Rom. IX* 
l-*-3. and X. 1. Whatever he might mean by being 
accursed from Christ, it very forcibly expresses his 
anxiety for the salvation of his kindred. Nor were 
his desires limited to Israel ; for so general was his 
concern for the salvation of sinners, that he made 
himself << servant unto all, that he might gain the 
more— ^And was made all things to all men, that he 
might by. all means save some; not seddng his own 
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profit, but the profit of many, that thej might be 
saved." 1 Cor. IX. 19—22, and X. dS. 

Indeed, the salvation of sinners was a principal ob- 
ject with all the apostles in preaching the gospel ; 
otherwise, why did they labor so incessantly in 
preaching to Jews and Gentiles? exposing their 
reputation, interest, and every thing dear of an earth- 
ly nature, suffering scourging, imprisonment, and 
death ? Was all this merely to tell the world that 
they were airgoing to heaven ! That notwithstanding 
their priests might terrify them with threatenings of 
eternal misery ; yet they need not fear ; for although 
it was very commendable to refrain from vice ; yet 
whether they refrained or not, they would certainly 
arrive at heaven at last, and partake of all its unspeak- 
able glories forever and ever ! Can we believe that 
this Was the substance of the great errand of the apos- 
tles and primitive ministers, when they were sent 
forth to preach to all nations ; in which service they 
labored with such assiduity, and at so great a hazard ? 

I am not much acquainted with the preaching and 
praying of universalists ; but do they discover much 
anxiety for the salvation of sinners, in either their 
prayers or sermons ? Mr. H. and Mr. B. do not, as I 
perceive, nor can they consistently, if they believe 
their own doctrine. In this respect, they are more 
consistent than the apostles were, if they believed in 
the salvation of all men. 

7. " Admitting the fact, that Christ and the apos- 
tles taught the doctrine of universal salvation, it ap- 
pears to me inexpressibly strange, that wicked men 
manifested so much opposition to their preaching.-^ 
I7ow what is there in this doctrine so repugnant to 
the feelings of wicked men as to excite such opposi- 
tion as Christ and the apostles encoiintered from 
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them, I never could see. — Why all the world, ws it 
were, should rise up against these holy men, and per- 
secute them even unto death, only for declaring the 
glad tidings of the salvation of all men, is one of t^ose 
unaccountable things, which I acknowledge myself 
unable to explain.''* 

8. Finally, "If the doctrine of universal salvation 
was taught by the apostles, it appears to me strange, 
that their hearers were so much alarmed at their 
preaching. That the preaching of the apostles did 
excite great alarm and anxiety among their hearers, 
is a fact with which few can be unacquainted. On 
the day of pentecost, three thousand, were pricked in 
their hearts upon the hearing of Peter's sermon ; and 
under the influence of their deep anxiety, they ex- 
claimed, " men and brethren, what shall we do .''" By 
the same means, the jailer was led to enquire, ** what 
he must do to be saved." And ^' Felix trembled, as 
Paul reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come.'* Now it appears strange, that 
while hearing that all will be saved, or what evidently 
implied it, they should tremble, give signs of the 
deepest distress, and with tears, entreat the apostles 
to inform them, what they must do to be 8aved."f 

I shall close with several addresses. 

1. To those who believe, or incline to believe, that 
all mankind will finally be saved 

Dear friends— I am not your enemy because I tell 
you the truth ; but sincerely desire your immortal 
salvation. Can you seriously believe, that there is 
oo devil, no hell, and no future judgment 1 Do vou 
seriously believe, that the Scriptnies teach the salva- 

* Tract, ** A Strange tbing*" P* S. 




tion of all men 1 And do yau believe, that an intelli- 
gent heathen, reading the New Testament, would 
perceive that it taught the doctrine of universal sal- 
. vation ? Can jou seriously and solemnly venture 
your soul into elernily upnn this principle? Iain 
aware you are told, that the Scriptures are not rightly 
translated. Bui bow do you know that ? Do Mr. 
Balfour, and from him Mr. Hutchinson, and a few 
others tell you so ? But upon every principle of res* 
son, are they not as likely to mialalie, as ihe authors 
of our present tersion, and vh'iusands of others, at 
least equally skilled with Mr B. and his friends? 
And were they not as faithful ? I entreat you Id pat 
off lightness, and soberly and attentively read the 
New Testament in course, and the Old, ifyon please ; 
and judge as you go along, what uny one, unbi.issed, 
would naturally understand respecting who shall be 
Saved, and whether all, or a part of mankind. And 
mark whether any one would be likely to believe, that 
there is no devil, no future judgment, no hell, and no 
sverlasting punishment It may be according to 
your wishes, to have spintual things otherwise than 
what they are ; but your wishes will not alter ihem. 
All the arguments and opposition exercised by man, 
will not prevent the fnililmenlaf God's word. Think 
of it as we may, we can fiii'l no hope for the finally 
inipenileiil, in the word of God. I can with fonfi< 
dence appeal to your own couscienres, thatyiiti read 
in iheiiitiie the cojiirary of universal salvation. What- 
ever may be the meaning, thv words are against it. 
Do you believe in the Scriptures? ffBo,how will 
you dispose of the passages here brnughi forward ? 
It has not been my oiiject to bsMi you out of your 
■principles by mere dint of argument; hut by plain 
snd repealed declarations of the word of God, which 
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cannot be made to speak otherwise, without evident 
violence to their native meaning. 

Reflect a moment, I entreat you, on death, the 
certainty of it, and bow near it is, and how awful 
your state must be, should there finally prove to be 
a judgment, a bell, and eternal condemnation, and 
you die in your sins ! .4re you certain that the doc- 
trine of universal salvation is true? Surely you are 
not. Suppose it to be true, then why do the Scrip- 
cures deal in such language as they do ? What could 
induce Christ and his, inspired apostles so plainly, 
and so abundantly to declare the future endless 
wretchedness of the wicked, if they meant no such 
thing? Do universalists use such language? Oa 
the other hand, why do not the Scriptures, without 
disguise, announce that all shall be Saved? M»ny 
occasions were oflfered for such a declaration. Why 
did' not the apostles tell the three thousand, who were 
pricked in the heart with a sense of their sin and 
misery, the trembling jailer, and the vicious judge, 
who trembled under a consciousness of guilt, and ia 
fear of a judgment to come, that they need not fear, 
for all should be well at last ? They with all others 
should be saved ? But instead of that, their salvation 
was suspended on repentance and faith Repent and 
be baptized every one of you, said Peter. And Paul 
said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou sbalt 
be saved. 1 seriously ask, if this is the way in which 
the advocates for the universal doctrine treat anxious 
sinners? Or do they thus preach ? Do they discover 
anxiety for the conversion and salvation ef sinners, 
as did Paul and other holy men ? 

<* Know ye not dear friends, that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God ? Be not de- 
ceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 



teren, nor effeminate, nor abusers of thecnselveB viih 
mankind, nor Ihieves, nor cotgious, nor drunkards, 
nor revilera, uor eslorlioners, shall inherit ihe king- 
dom of God. Lei no man deceive you with vam 
vurda ; for because of theae things cometh ihe wrath 
of God upontiie children of liisobedience."' 1 Cor. 
V(. 9, 10. Eph. V. e. O maj ihe Lord have mere/ 
on you, and give you an interest in that saltation, 
which carries ihe evidence of its reality to the heart, 
and iiianifeats itself in a holy life. A. salTalion of 
which the believer has an earnest in this world ; the 
assurance of which is not ftuepended till death, when 
it will be too late to correct u faiai error. So jiraja 
one, who is your friend, and who wishes well to your 
immortal aoula. 

£. To such as acknowledge the everlasting punish- 
ment of llie nicked ; and yet continue in a atate of 
rebellion agHinai God. 

Dear friends — Though you are not directly guilty 
a( embracing a aentinient ao comradictory to the 
word of God, as the one f oppose is ; yet you are 
gredily criminal in continuing in ain, against the ac- 
Bnowledged light of your own conaciencea. fuur 
principles alone will notsaveyou. Unless you receive 
iheloveof the truth, you must suffer that dreadful pen- 
alty, which you Mow is contained in the infallible 
word. If juu know these things, you are not happy, 
unless you do them — unless you repent of your sins, 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, turn tc God, and 
love him with all your hearts. Believing as you do, , 
jou will not wonder, that 1 feel an anxiety for your 
eternal well being, O refleut upon the importance 
of a new and better heart ! and alluw yourselves u* 

12* 
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rest, till you find it in him who died for sinners, and 
whose yoke is easy, and whose burden is light. 

3. To real believers in Christ 

Beloved brethren,— It is deeply to be lamented, 
that errors so destructive to souls as the one opposed 
in the foregoing pages, should be so prevalent in the 
christian world, as they are at the present time. 

We ought to l»y it to heart ; and whatever we find 
it duty to do in counteracting the evil we lament, we 
ought to do it with all our might. 

In the first place, we need to confess and mourn 
our sinfulness before God, and our unfaithfulness in 
the best of causes ; and then earnestly pray for par- 
don, and for grace to strengthen us in the discharge 
of all our duties. We are called upon to live reli- 
gious and spiritual lives ; which is the most effectual 
way to recommend divine truth, and to bear down 
every thing that is raised against it. We are to con- 
tend earnestly for the faith ; but in the temper and 
spirit of the gospel. Fierce disputations, rash and 
hasty words, will injure the cause for which we con- 
tend, more than our arguments will do good. But 
rather, <* in meekness instruct those that oppose 
tliemselves ; if God peradventure will give them re- 
pentance to the acknowledging of the truth." 

And while we take heed to ourselves, our tempers, 
our practice, and to our doctrine, let us pour out our 
Souls to God in earnest prayer ; that he will have 
mercy on sinners, liberate such as are entangled with 
the error of the wicked, suppre.ss the dangerous 
•cbemes of the present day, and cause the light of the 
glorious gospel to shine with irresistible splendor, 
till the whole earth be filled with his glory ! 



APPENDIX. 

If there be no future punishment for sinfut msai, 
Hnd if (hero be no devila to suffer the displeasure of 
the holy and just Gnd ; then a hell is altogether use- 
less, and consequently unnecessary. Hence Mr. 
Hutchinson, and iinqueslionabljr from Mr. Balfour, 
vould make out that there is no such place as we 
BOintnonly understand by hell. 

There are four words in the original Scriptures, 
which are rendered hell, in our translation. Thfi 
Hebrew Sheol, and the Greek, hades, TAKTiBoa, an^ 
ozbkusa ; neither of which is acknowledged hv tb« 
above writers as conveying the idea of a State of mi^ 
ery after deatli. 

It is generally agreei), that hades is a correct 
translation of (he Hebrew bheol ; therefore I shall 
pass the latter word, and make lay remarks on the 
three Greek works, that are rendered hell in our 
version of the Scriptures. 

Hades generally means " the stale of the dead, <a 
the receptacle of departed spirits,''* whether (hey be 
happy or wretched. Good old Jacob said," I will go 
down,EiHHADON, into the grave (or hell) unto my son 
mourning." Gen.XXXVU. 35. We cannot conoeive 
that the aged saint hud any idea of going into belt, as 
we understand the word ; but as we si-meiiuies bear 
it expressed, he viewed himself as going into the 
world of spirits, and of coarse down to tbe grave. 

' Dr. AllSB'* LkCUh on DiilnniUiai, p. I. 
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Therefore, " I will go down to the grave," is doubt- 
less a good translation of the sentence as a whole ; 
although •• the word grave or sepulchre never con- 
veys the full import of the Hebrew sbeol, or the 
Greek hades "* 

When it is said of Christ, ^* that his soul was not. 
left Eis HADON, in hell, neither his flesh did see cor- 
ruption," a state of misery is not intended, for his soul 
was in paradise ; yet it was in hades, or in the world 
of spirits. His body and that only was in the grave, 
bui it did not continue there long enough to see cor- 
ruption. " 

On the other hand, hades certainly in other cases 
means a state of misery. In Deut. XXXII. ^•£, there 
is great displeasure expressed against the sinner af- 
ter death ; ^' A fire is kindled in mine anger, and 
shall burn unto the lowest hell/' hadon. 

Matt, XVI. 18, ** I will build my church ; and the 
gates of (hadon) hell shall not prevai) against it." 
Does not the phrase, gates of hell, in this place mean 
'* the counsels of the invisible world, that is, of the 
viricked and miserable spirits in hell ?" This prom- 
ise much resembles that made to Abraham, " Thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies." Gen. 
XXIL 17. ** As the gates of cities were the most 
public places of intercourse, judges anciently held 
their courts at them ;" hence, '* to possess the gates 
of enemies is to have dominion over them." So the 
gates of infernal spirits shall never have dominion 
over the church of Christ, or prevail against it ; but 
contrariwise, '^TheGod of peace shall shortly bruise 
satan under the feet of his people." Rom. XVI. 20. 

The rich man *' en to HAD£,in hell lifted up his eyes 
being in torments." This passage is express as to 

* 2>r, Gampbell^s piisortationf, vol. L p. 387. 
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It is maintained, ihnt bades dues not aigniff "ibt 

Ehce cfr punishment or of the souls of bad men ov\y, 
ut the grave onlj, or Ihe pluce uf death "* Bui 
Dr. Campbell h^s amply proved, thai it cannot siin- 
p)f mean the grave, and oliserves, "that hkber, th« 
Bebrew word for gr.ivc, or sepnlthre, is never ren- 
dered in the ancient translatiun badhs, but tafuoS, 
MSEUA, or some equivalent term."f It is gr^iil^ 
then, that hides does not alna^B meiin ihn pla' e q^ 
eternal punishment, though soinelimes it does, af 
least implicitly ; but it never mediis simply or di- 
mctly the ((rave, 

TiRTUos occurs but once in the Net* restament, 
and is there rendered hell. S Pel. 11. 4, "For if 
lOod spared nni the angels that sinnPd, but cast tbeot 
down T^KI'iKOSoe, het!, and delivered thein intd 
cbiiin* of darkness, I" be reserved unto judgment." 
■'Nothing can be clearer, says Or Alleu, than th^t 
(he passage quoted declares, by inspiration of lh« 
Qinuiscienl, that the fallen angels are confined io 
TAHTASUB, in chainsof darkness, or confined in a 
dark place in chains, kept fnr judgment. TABTiuun 
-then, must mean s place of misery. If now we read 
what follows Ihe verse quoted, 'iheLord knowetb 
how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished,* it would seem, that no honest reader of 
the Scriptures could deny, that at the great day of 
judgment, the unjust are to be punished ; and there- 
fore, if punished together, there must be a place o^ 
punishment. The fallen angels are in taetakus, in 

"Dr. Wbllbr, inBallanc'iKi>|iiic7, f. M. 
IDiH. >al. t F- 3H 
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bell. We are told that the sentence on the wicked 
will be, ** Depart, ye carsed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels./'* 

Thait eEHSNNA, says Dr. Campbell, is employed 
in the New Testament to denote the place of fuiiire 
punishment prepared for the devil and his angels, is 
indisputable. He afterwards adds, *< The place of 
toinient reserved for the punishment of the wicked 
in a future state, is the sense, if I mistake not, in 
which GEHENiiA IS always to be understood in the 
New Testament, where it occurs just twelve times.— 
In ten of these there can be no doubt/'f 

In coufornation of this statement, let us inquire 
into several passages where this word is used. Matt. 
y. 2i, ** Whtisoever shall say thou fool shall be in 
danger, _eis i^en e£H£i«ivAn tou puros, of hell fire." 
Mark IX. 43, ** It is better for thee to enter into 
life mained than having two hands to go into hell, 
eEHENNAH, into the fire that never shall be quenched ; 
where their wonn dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." See also verses 45—48. These passa- 
ges render it so plain, that hell is a place of future 
punishment, that further observation is unnecessary. 

Matt. X. £8, '* Fear not them which kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body, en ge- 
HENNA, in hell." This is after death, and indeed af- 
ter the resurrection, when the body as well as the 
soul nuist suffer, and that forever. 

Upon the whole haoes signifies the state of the 
soul indefinitely after death ; and Tartarus and es- 
BENNA denote a state of misery, and are the most 

* Lecture, p. 9, IQ, 

tDiss. vol. ], p 272, 273— Bos. ed.1811. 
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